You Have The Right To…..
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Good Question?  Exactly what do we have the right to do?  In these days of having a federal government which has decided, not to trample all over the constitution, but to just completely throw it out, does anybody know, or even care what rights we have left.

More than two hundred thirty years ago the United States Constitution was designed and then ratified by the States of the Union to become the ultimate and supreme law of the land.


The constitution was meant to accomplish several things but the most important item in the constitution was to protect the citizens from having their rights infringed upon by the federal government.

The tenth amendment specifically was added to limit the scope and power of the federal government. The complete and whole text of the tenth amendment to the constitution reads, “The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people”.


The first thing that I recognize when reading that powerful amendment was that lawyers have come a long way in the last two hundred thirty years.  Any lawyer today would have taken a minimum of three hundred pages to say the exact same thing.


The second thing that I recognize is that there is a very powerful statement of law pronounced in that single sentence.  

To repeat because of the importance, there is a very powerful statement of law pronounced in that single sentence.  


How much power can a single sentence have?  Well, let’s look at that.

The United States Constitution spells out some very specific functions that were to be handled by the federal government.  Among those functions was the responsibility to maintain a military to protect the citizens of the United States of America.  Not the citizens of Mexico or the citizens of Canada or any other country.  The citizens of the United States of America.

Now in my book, that means that the only time our military should be sent into harm’s way in another country is to eliminate a serious threat to OUR citizens.  Osama Bin Laden would be a good example, while protecting the borders of an oil country would not.


The most important item is what is NOT in the United States Constitution.  Nowhere does it say that the federal government has the right or responsibility to provide healthcare.  Nowhere does it say that the federal government has the right or responsibility to bail out bankers and car companies and insurance companies and stock brokers with money collected from its citizens.

The main purpose of the United States Constitution is to make it the supreme law of the land that the federal government should exist to protect the freedoms of the individuals whom it serves.

The importance of the tenth amendment to the United States Constitution is that anything that is not SPECIFICALLY stated in the constitution or anything that is NOT SPECIFICALLY forbidden by the constitution is up to the individual states to decide and take care of.


What does this mean to you and me? Well, for one thing, as the federal government continues to grow itself and take away our individual rights, it gives us some power to fight back.

For example, when it comes to the forced and mandated healthcare package, that would not be legal under the constitution.  Since providing healthcare is not SPECIFICALLY mentioned in the constitution, then according to the tenth amendment, healthcare would be the responsibility of the individual states to provide or not provide.

Therefore, when the federal comes calling and trying to make the states provide this Obama care package, then the individual states can decline to accept it.  Most of the state attorney generals have filed suit on this very claim and we feel confident that they will win.

There federal government has been trying for years to limit, or completely take away, our individual rights, and they have made some serious successes.  

When we are electing officials for office, we should NEVER walk into a voting booth and vote for someone we know nothing about.  We are voting for these people to represent OUR views and to cast a vote for what WE want.  We are not electing them to cast a vote for whatever lobbyist pays them the most money.  They are supposed to be representing the people that elected them and if they don’t, then they need to be kicked out.

The most important thing that each legal citizen can do in this country is to learn about the candidates running for an office and vote.  But blind voting because someone belongs to a certain party or because you like their name or because it is first or last on the list can be very damaging.  Take the time to learn about the candidates.

We have certain rights that we were born with certain other rights that are guaranteed by the Constitution of the United States of America.  These rights are too precious to us to stand by and allow them to be taken away simply because we have a federal government that wishes to have more control over us.

That is what we had in Britain two hundred thirty years age and that is what the founding fathers fought the American Revolution to free us from.  They designed and ratified the Constitution so that we would never have to worry about that again.  And here we are, worrying about it again.

Several moves have been made for Indiana to join nineteen other states in introducing resolutions declaring state sovereignty under the Ninth and Tenth Amendment to the Constitution.  The effect this would have would be to tell Congress that the State of Indiana will not be bullied into expensive debt ridden, budget deficit promoting programs just because the federal government wants to get bigger and make us more dependent on it.  Ask you State Legislator if he is for this resolution before the election.  Then decide how to vote and make sure on Election Day that you are there to protect your rights.

I vote!!!  Do you?
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