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It never ceases to amaze me as I watch today’s politicians and the way they feel they need to conduct business on behalf of the taxpayers that they are supposed to serve.


Not only the way they conduct business for the taxpayer but the ways and means that they use to get elected.  I am appalled at the way they use or abuse the power of their office to get re-elected.  I am disturbed by the way that anyone who is running for office will say or accuse their opponents of anything in order to get elected.


I guess my main question is “Who is watching the accusers”.  Politicians today are pretty much allowed to accuse their opponents of anything they wish without any form of proof.

One case in point is the current trustee of the White River Township, Jay Marks.  When running for the office of Trustee four years ago, his campaign platform was that the current trustee at the time, Daniel Maple, was stealing money from the township by using township credit cards to make personal purchases with taxpayer dollars.  Since this started with his campaign to get elected as trustee, it makes him Jay Marks, the Accuser.

Now if this accusation were true as stated, I would be one of the first to jump on the bandwagon and yell at the top of my lungs to kick him out of office and put him in jail.


However, as time went on, the election was held and then the real facts started to come out.  Yes there were purchases that were made with township credit cards and yes this was a stupid move on the part of the trustee at the time.


What Mr. Marks conveniently forgot to mention during his campaigning was the fact that when the credit card bills came in that they were paid by the trustee at that time out of his personal bank account.  


Neither township nor taxpayer dollars were ever used to pay for these purchases.  By the time all of the accountings of the records were in, Mr. Marks had conveniently ridden the wave of public outrage into the Trustees office where he could accomplish his own goals of giving away the two point eight million government center to the Center Grove School Corporation in exchange for land worth an appraised one point one five million dollars.

That’s right, he traded a township asset that cost two million eight hundred thousand dollars for land that was appraised at one million one hundred fifty thousand dollars or roughly forty-one percent of the value of the government center.

The reasoning by trustee Marks was that the government center would still be owned by the taxpayers and would save the taxpayers’ money because the Center Grove School Corporation would not have to spend the money to build a new administration building.


All this sounds good if the story stopped there.  But it doesn’t.  The story goes downhill from there.  All that money the taxpayers were supposed to save pretty much disappeared when the Center Grove School Corporation announced that it was going to cost them four and a half million taxpayer dollars to renovate the government building to fit their needs and uses.


Now let’s see if we can do the math on this.  We the taxpayers paid almost three million dollars for a building that we allowed trustee Jay Marks to trade away for a piece of land valued at a little over one million dollars.  So we took an initial loss of almost two million dollars.  Then we allowed this trustee to sell that piece of land (appraised at a little over one million dollars) for two hundred fifty thousand dollars to the Center Grove Bantam Football League.  So if I figure the math correctly, the taxpayers ended up selling the almost three million dollar government center for a paltry two hundred fifty thousand dollars.  And to top it all off, Taxpayers had to foot the four and a half million dollar bill to renovate an almost three million dollar building.  

Where was the Johnson County Prosecutor when this deal was going through?  Was he still investigating the potential crime that might have cost the taxpayers a few hundred dollars?  Who is watching the trustee’s office while the taxpayers’ dollars are being squandered away right before their eyes.  Who is watching the accuser?
But wait….there’s more.  As part of this wonderful swap that cost taxpayers over seven million dollars, the trustee was given use of the old Center Grove Administration Building until the school system decided they needed it back.  So of course, some renovation of this building would have to be done to accommodate the needs of the trustee and his staff.  These renovations cost a little over ten thousand dollars which is mild compared to the other shenanigans that have occurred to this point.  
The problem with this ten thousand dollar renovation is that the trustee did not advertise the project and take bids for the work the way most government agencies are required to do under state law.  He decided to just give the renovation job to the husband of his assistant without taking any kind of bids at all.  Can you say nepotism?  Who is watching the accuser?

Jay Marks decided that the above referenced land needed some improvements.  So he went out and spent approximately forty-three thousand to put trails, bushes, trees and benches on this land.  He did this without advertising or taking bids or even without getting the approval of the township advisory board that is supposed to have control of the taxpayer dollars.  Who is watching the accuser?
Trustee Marks has incurred over thirty-eight thousand dollars in legal fees on behalf of the township for an attorney that he has never had the authority to hire. Who is watching the accuser?

Mr. Marks has not advertised his budget estimate as required by law in the past two years.  Advertising the budget estimate is required by law in order to give taxpayers a chance to look over the tax dollars that they are paying and see that it is being spent in a manner that is what they expect from their elected officials.  Mr. Marks has not only refused to advertise his annual budget estimate as required by law, he has gone so far as to refuse to even let his elected township advisory board see his budget and they are the ones that taxpayers elect to oversee the trustee’s office.  Who is watching the accuser?

The trustee has finally advertised his annual report as required by law this year but it had to be advertised with the footnote that the township advisory unanimously rejected the report because it did not give them the information that they required and they had not given the trustee the permission to spend the tax dollars that he has spent.  Who is watching the accuser?

After more than three years of building mistrust among the taxpayers, the township board and anyone else who has been involved with him, after committing several crimes (albeit misdemeanors) by not advertising his budget as required by law for the open government he claimed he would have, after hiding many of his actions and transactions from the public and holding closed door meetings that were a violation of the state open door law, you might ask what is being done to remove this guy from office?

The answer to that question is nothing.  The Johnson County Prosecutor, who so vigorously investigated and prosecuted the charge and repayment of a few hundred dollars on behalf of the Jay Marks campaign, has done nothing about the abuse of power or the criminal actions of Mr. Marks.  They have stood by while he robbed the township of its biggest asset and cost the taxpayers in excess of seven million dollars.  Who is watching the accuser?
Now it comes to our attention that Mr. Marks is not even the least bit embarrassed or remorseful at what he has done and the millions of dollars he has cost the taxpayers at a time when most taxpayers are struggling to make ends meet.  He has refused to have any accountability from the elected officials that are supposed to oversee him.  And now he is letting us know that he is looking forward to costing White River Township many more millions by filing his candidacy for re-election to township trustee. Who is watching the accuser?

Hopefully, the taxpayers are watching because no one else appears to be.  Maybe the taxpayers should be calling the Johnson County Prosecutor and asking him to look into the spending habits of Mr. Marks.  I am sure there is too much money for him to look into.  After all it is more than a few hundred dollars.  Who is watching the accuser?

As for us, we don’t usually endorse any candidate for an elected office until the week before the election so that we can gather any and all information on the candidates and endorse the one candidate that we feel is the most qualified to hold an office.

We are, however, going to break tradition here and endorse any and all candidates (republican or democrat) who oppose Jay Marks for White River Township Trustee in the upcoming elections. 
