When The Police Start Policing The Police
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In the past week I received a press release entitled “Indiana Law Enforcement Turns Up The Heat On Impaired Drivers”. The subtitle read “Annual crackdown devotes 24 days towards combating drunk driving over Labor Day”.  It went on to say that “Impaired driving is a deadly crime. We’re urging all Hoosiers to enjoy the end of summer responsibly by designating a sober driver if they plan to consume alcohol. It’s simple - if you are caught driving under the influence of alcohol, you will go to jail”.  

Apparently the point of this press release was for us journalistic types to let all of you normal folk that if you have a bit too much of the hard stuff and drive, YOU will go to jail. Unless of course you are one of the “special” people driving those little cars with printing on the side.


You know the printing; it says Indianapolis Metropolitan Police Department”.  Apparently anyone driving one of those special cars is given a pass when DRIVING DRUNK.  It is simple really, When a police officer arrives on the scene of an accident and they suspect a drunk driver, the suspect is taken into custody and taken to a hospital for a blood test to determine if the suspect is drunk or not.


If they arrive upon the scene of the accident and they suspect that the driver is drunk and the suspect is one of their own carrying a badge and even ON DUTY, they take the suspect to an unqualified phlebotomist to have blood drawn in such a way that it will not be admissible in court, therefore, saving the proverbial butt of one of their own and letting a CRIMINAL walk away.


Gee, I wonder why most people have such a low opinion of the local police department!!  Could it have something to do with the complete stupidity of the way things are handled sometimes.  As David Bisard’s record was released during the investigation, we find out that in the last seven years this officer has had five previous accidents.  He hit a tree, He hit a fence, He hit a utility pole, He hit a parked car, Come on, is this not a cry for help that says “get me off the road before I kill someone”.  And yet no one paid attention until he actually killed someone.

I am appalled that this officer was never booked into jail according to Marion County Jail spokesman Julio Fernandez.  Anyone who did not carry a badge would have been booked into jail before the tow truck arrived.


Officer Bisard says the accident was not his fault because he was attempting to make a traffic stop and had to swerve to avoid an elderly couple crossing the street.  My question is was this really an elderly couple or an officer seeing double and not knowing which on to try and avoid?


This same officer was allegedly in a CVS Pharmacy less than a week before this fatal accident and was buying hard liquor while on duty and in uniform.  This is certainly nothing short of stupid and also is against IMPD departmental policy and possible against state law.

Some heads should roll over the  way this entire investigation was handled.  First of all, I have never heard of a police department that investigates one of it’s own in this type of situation.  Perhaps Chief Paul  Ciesielski had in mind to save the department some money and nip a lawsuit in the bud by allowing this to happen but that plan obviously did not work.  

IMPD has been overrun with several incident that have made the news since Chief Ciesielski has taken the reins.  Along with the Officer Bisard Fatality, there are reports that another officer was involved in a hit and run accident and hid that crash from the department and the beating of a teenager during the Indiana Black Expo to name a couple.  Someone needs to get a handle on this department and Franki Straub does not seem to be the one to do it.  

It seems to me that the problems at IMPD started when Frank Straub was appointed Public Safety Director and decided to fire Chief Mike Spears from his position and replace him with Chief Ciesielski.  Chief Spears had departmental problems as much as anybody, but would never have allowed a cover-up nor would he have allowed a situation involving an officer in a fatal crash to be investigated by his own department.  Chief Spears would have immediately called an outside department (Sheriffs Department or State Police) in to investigate to avoid any appearance of impropriety.


This entire situation has been handled in the worst possible and there is only one way to clean up the mess and restore the public faith in IMPD.  That is for mayor Greg Ballard to call in an outside department to investigate the matter, Fire Public Safety Director Frank Straub, fire IMPD Chief Paul Ciesielski and fire anyone who was even remotely involved in any way in the investigation of Officer Bisard and his ill fated blood test.


Only then will IMPD have a chance to restore the public’s faith in them.


As for the press re;ease about the crackdown on drunk driving, perhaps it should start with a breathalyzer test at roll call at the IMPD stations.
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