When Schools Need More Money, TAX
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With just under a week until Election Day, we are all pondering the candidates and if you have been watching the same commercials as I have you are probably trying to figure out which ones are the true bad guys.  We listen over and over again to each candidate tell us who they are and how they endorse this commercial and then listen to them completely blast their opponent. If all I had to go by was these commercials, I would not have a clue what any candidate was going to do if they get into office because none of them have told me. All they do is blast the other candidate.

There are, however, more issues on the ballot that selecting candidates for office.  Hitting closer to home are issues approve property tax caps and a one hundred fourteen million dollar tax hike for Center Grove Schools.  Not on the ballot is the merger between White River Township and the City of Greenwood due to a foul-up in filing the paperwork on time.  Talk about wasted money.


Let’s look at the upcoming vote on the Center Grove Tax Referendum.  The school system is asking voters to give them a one hundred fourteen million dollar tax hike so they can keep the school system doors open for the business of teaching our children.  I think that it is much more likely that they simply wish to resume the reckless out of control spending wars with the likes of the Carmel school system that produced the most reckless spender in a school superintendant that this state has ever seen.

We have all been inundated with the advertising blitz for this campaign to make us all feel bad enough to vote for this spending to resume.  We have been threatened by a school system that has been spending out of control for years and the time has come to cut them off.  That is the only way they are going to learn to live within their means is for the taxpayers to cut them off and say enough.


I know it is going to be difficult to do.  We have all been subjected to the mainstream media telling us how much we are going to lose if the tax hike does not go through.  But let’s look at some of the issues that are being proposed and what they really mean.  First off, the group that is pushing for the tax hike has spent hundreds of thousands of dollars promoting the tax hike and trying to convince you and I to vote for it. While they will deny that any tax dollars have been spent in this venture that would be an outright lie.  Some members of the teaching staff and administration have been out campaigning for this tax hike during work hours.  This means that you and I are paying them to go out into the community and campaign to you and I to get you and I to pay them more money that you and I make so they can go waste it.

They will tell you that all of the money for printing and advertising and yard signs expenses was raised through donations.  My question to this is if you are so hard up for money that you can raise hundreds of thousands of dollars for campaigning, then why don’t you raise these donations to teach the kids and let the tax hike be left to the voters to make up their own minds.


The say that if they do not get the tax hike, they will have to cut jobs and programs and our children will lose out on a well rounded education.  (These are the threats)  I say it is sad when school administrators hold our children over our heads to try to extort money from the parents.


We are told that they will have to cut the athletics programs because they will not be able to afford them.  However, I do not hear any mention of the money wasted on tearing down a perfectly press box and building a new one at a cost of three hundred thousand dollars simply because they wanted a bigger and better one.  The standard line is that it was not tax dollars that paid for the press box but money that was donated.  My reply to that is if you can raise that kind of money for a press box then you should be able to raise the additional dollars you need through donations for the really important things like the actual education that is the ONLY purpose for your existence.  

The time has come for school administrators to get back to the business of teaching our kids and quit spending on multi-million dollar facilities  simply to get the bragging rights of being the biggest and the best of everything.  Our children need to be taught the skills to get through life and how to make a living.  They need to be taught right from wrong and how to get along with others.  They need to be taught how to use a budget and balance a checkbook.  They need music classes and art classes and after school clubs and sports activities.  But they need them within reason.


What our children do not need is to be taught that you should always have the best of everything no matter what the cost.  What they should not be taught is that if they want something but cannot afford it then go out and borrow the money and then have to struggle later on.  What they should not be taught is that if you can’t afford everything you want, then you should go out and ask for other people to pay for it.


Our children should be taught that they need to learn to live within their means and they should learn most of this at home.  They should also learn it at school.  And the school should teach this by example.  Quit asking for more add-ons for the Taj Mahal.  Learn to live within your means.

Next Tuesday is election day.  Research your candidates. Research your referendums.  Then get out and vote.  As a good friend of mine said, “A community is only as strong as the commitment its residents are willing to make to it. Voting is an essential element to holding our elected officials accountable to their bosses - us."

Remember in November, I vote!


I vote no on the Center Grove Tax Hike!

You should too!!
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