When Did They Change The Constitution

7/8/2009


Amendment 1 - Freedom of Religion, Press, Expression. Ratified 12/15/1791. Note


Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.


What does this mean?  This means that if you are anywhere on American soil, you have the freedom to say anything you want to say.  It does not mean that others have to listen to you, they can leave.


The question is, are our children taught anything about the constitution anymore?  I ask this because I see very little sign of it.  


For instance, I recently purchased a new blackberry from Crossroads AT&T at a Kiosk in the mall.  This is a very complicated phone that is useful for many purposes.  


As the salesperson show me how to use the features on this phone, I noticed that one of the little tiny doors was missing where the memory card goes.  I asked the salesperson if there should be a door there and his reply was “no”.


After about ten days, I began experiencing problems with the phone; mostly it would not ring when I received a call.


Over the next six weeks, I made five trips back to the mall to make an exchange of the phone but was told each time that they were sold out.


Finally, this past Sunday I went to the kiosk and they had one in stock.  After explaining my frustrations to the young girl behind the counter, (who I later found out was the district manager) she informed me they would not exchange the phone because it was missing the little door over the memory slot.


I explained that I specifically asked about that door when purchasing the phone and was told by the salesperson that there was not supposed to be a door there.


Her very rude stance was that this could not have possibly have happened as all phones were checked when they came into the store.  She also informed me that she would not replace the defective phone because it was missing the little door.


At this point, experiencing some serious frustration over spending $400 on a phone that did not work and was missing a little door that was never there, I told her that they sold me a d**n piece of crap.


At this point, she informed me that it was illegal for me to use cusswords and she was calling security.


Congress shall make no law abridging the freedom of speech.


I explained to her that I was standing on American soil and according to the First Amendment of the Constitution, I was guaranteed freedom of speech and I could say anything I wished to say and if she wanted to call security she could go ahead because what I said was not illegal. 


That brings me back to my original point.  Are the school systems in the United States not teaching our children about the constitution?


If they are not, we should be knocking on the school house doors, demanding that our kids are taught ALL forms of history of this country. 


The other day I had a bill collector call my phone looking for one of my relatives.


When I told him that I would not give him any information, he became irate and told me that I would either give him the information on how to reach this person or he would call and harass me every day.


I told him he was an idiot and he got quiet and told me I could not talk to him that way.  I said “excuse me, you can call MY phone and get irate and threaten me with harassment and you tell me I can’t call you an idiot.  You need to go back and read your Constitution, First Amendment; Congress shall make no law abridging the freedom of speech.


That’s right; I can call you an idiot.  Just like you can threaten me with harassment.  If I don’t want to listen, I can hang up the phone and the same goes for you.


I guess the point I am trying to make is we have the government trampling all over our rights these days.  It is time for ALL United States of America citizens to stand up to those who try to do the trampling and tell them we are not going to take it anymore.


That goes for everyone from government officials all the way down to the kid at the Crossroads AT&T kiosk.


We need to teach these people, along with our political leaders, about the constitution and what it says since our schools are apparently not teaching it.


We need to broadcast to the entire country that the Constitution means something and we are not going to allow it to be trampled on any longer.


We need to tell our political leaders that they need to start abiding by the Constitution or we are going to kick them out of office AND we need to follow through with it!  This applies to all political leaders from the city council members to state officials and even to Mitch Daniels and President Obama.


If they don’t abide by the Constitution, we need to kick their butts out of office.


For the smaller people, like the kid at the Crossroads AT&T kiosk, well......We just need to quit shopping there.  


I have!
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