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When I was just a wee kid playing in the backyard or at a neighbors house, we always got all the kids together and chose teams to play different games.  It might have been baseball or it could just as well have been cowboys and Indians or cops and robbers.  The point was that we always chose teams which meant we were playing a contest that would have a winner and a loser.  That was life. That was the way it was. In life, both decades ago and today, there are winners and losers.  My question was “what is wrong with losing”.

I don’t know if anyone else is asking this question or not but it seems that it is a question on everyone’s mind and that way too many psychobabblers have gotten into the fray and voiced way too many idiotic opinions.


As a kid playing those innocent games with my friends, I learned the importance of winning and also learned the importance of losing.  It is important for kids to grow up and learn the difference between the two and how to accept each with grace and dignity.


In today’s world, this is not happening.  All of the so called experts and especially school administrators have decided that the correct and proper way to raise our children is to coddle them and make sure that they never get their feelings hurt or have to suffer any disappointment as children and then throw them into the real world at the age of eighteen and expect them to know what to do.


For instance, many little league organizations around the country have decided that the word losing should not be in any kids vocabulary so they have gone to this system of play where they choose teams at the beginning of the season and assign coaches that hold practices and then they go out on their day to play a game.  Sounds pretty ordinary doesn’t it?  The catch is that they no longer keep score of these games because they don’t want the kids on one team to think that they are losers just because they did not score as many runs as the other team.

The downfall of this thinking is that the first thing the kids ask their coaches when the game is over is who won, what was the score.  Telling them that everyone won is not only a lie but detrimental to their maturing and growing as well as their thinking.  At the end of the season, they all have a get together program and league officials hand out the same trophy to every kid who played a game.  Now we have taught our kids how to be socialists.  They will grow up thinking that in order to get ahead in life all you have to do is sit back and collect whatever is handed to you.  They have now learned that the kids that try harder and excel get nothing more that the kids that stand in the outfield and pick their noses.


When I was a kid and played on ANY team in ANY game whatsoever, there was a winner and a loser.  Sometimes I was the winner.  Sometimes I was the loser.  Whichever I was, I learned a very important lesson.  If I was the winner, do not gloat and act like I am better than the others because if I did, the next time I was the loser they would do the same thing to me.  If I was the loser, I learned that I had to work harder and practice more to get better so that next time, I might be better and be the winner.  But either way, I learned an important lesson.


In today’s society we see this type of non-committal thinking moving into our educational systems and then we wonder why our schools are failing.  Again, when I was in school, you strived to get an “A” in your classes and if you got an “F” you failed the class and had to take it again.  More and more school systems today are moving to what used to be called “outcome based education” which was simply the above little league effect put into our schools.  Administrators do not want to hurt the little children by actually doing their jobs and teaching them so they move into a system where they do not issue grades, they simply teach their class and then give every student a pass and no one ever knows whether they actually learned anything or not.  The other side of this type of education is that no one ever knows whether or not the teachers are any good or not.  If you have a class of thirty kids and you teach them for a year and then pass them all on to the next grade without any grades, there is no way to judge the teacher or the kids and they may be learning nothing because there is no incentive to learn or for the teacher to teach.


If you had a class of thirty kids that were taught by a teacher and given tests that were graded and all of the kids received “D’s” and “F’s”, then you could reasonably ascertain that there might be a problem with the teacher.  If you had a class of thirty kids that were taught and twenty-five of them received “A’s” and “B’s” and the other five received lower grades, then you could reasonable ascertain that the teacher was doing their job and there were a couple of students who needed some additional help.

This newer system of giving everybody the same “grade” whether or not they deserve it is what will eventually lead to everyone in that class to the food stamp line.  Why should they try harder if they get nothing for it?
A local high school has now decided that this is the last year that they will have a valedictorian and salutatorian.  They do not want to discourage the other kids by glorifying one or two kids.  Instead, they have decided to appease those who do not try and pick their noses, so to speak, and make them as good as the ones who work their butts off to try to get good grades.  Sooner or later in this system, the kids who work hard will quit working at all when they get no recognition for their hard work and that is when the school will start to fail.
This is the reason that parents should have access to a voucher system, so when a school starts this type of socialist teaching and the parents want their kids to do well, not mediocre; they can send them to a private school.

There is nothing wrong with teaching our children that there are winners and losers and those who work the hardest usually become the winners and those who slack off and take the easiest road in life become the losers.  That’s what this country was built on and that is what we should all be teaching our children.  America has always been the land of dreams.  We used to teach our children that the American dream was that if you work hard, you get ahead in life and that if you take the easy way early in life it will be much harder later on.  We need to get back to teaching this valuable lesson instead of substituting this important lesson with slack off now and the government will support you for the rest of your life.
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