What has happened to our Local Leaders?
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Have you ever sat down with a newspaper and read the stories about what is going with the leaders of our local government?  Have you ever sat through a newscast that has left you wondering what in the world our leaders were thinking?  Have you ever listened to a news or talk show on the radio about what is going on in our own neighborhoods and asked yourself how our leaders could be doing that?  Well, you are not alone.


I sit here on most days and wonder what the criminals in Washington DC are doing and what scheme they will come up with next.  For the last few months, I have been writing about the idiots in the Capital and have not given much time as I should to what is going on right here.

For instance, I have been reading about how the State has cut the funding for our local public school systems.   I hear the leaders of some of those school systems crying about the budget cuts and how they are going to have to cut all of the art and music classes in the elementary schools.  I hear how they are going to have to lay off teachers and close schools.  Most of all, I hear them screaming that it is the states fault that they are in this predicament!

BULL!!!


It seems to me that the economy was good a couple of years ago and some of the schools decided that everything was ripe for raising taxes to do anything they wanted.  They figured that no one would care because the economy was good and not many would oppose them.


Then the economy crashed and all of their multi-million dollar plans were caught and people started looking at where the unrealistic taxes were being spent and finally, our public school systems became a source of education.  The problem was that it was not our children that were getting the education; it was the parents and the taxpayers as they began to learn how recklessly our tax dollars were wasted.

Case in point: Center Grove schools.  Their claim is that the state has cut their funding to the point that they are going to have to lay off teachers, lay off administrators (no loss there as they are tripping over each other), have to cut all art and music classes in the elementary schools, and may have to close one or two schools.

It seems to me that the State has recognized that the economy is not so good anymore and has said “it is time to tighten the belt and cut out the fat”.  Now it is true that the public schools are taking a hit because of this but let’s be realistic.  Drive down to the Center Grove High School and look around in their backyard.  You will find a multi-million dollar football stadium complete with astroturf on the playing fields, locker rooms that rival some of the smaller market NFL teams, baseball and softball diamonds that are spectacular but still have Astroturf planned for them, and a construction project at that football field that has been scaled back from a million dollars to a measly three hundred thousand dollar press box.

I am part of the press and I can tell you, I would rather stand in the rain at a football game (instead of the equivalent of a luxury suite) and know that the elementary kids were going to have a music class or an art class.  When did the administrators and leaders that we elect lose sight of what the school system is there for?

The school board in their infinite wisdom decided that we no longer needed a superintendent who had only eyes to build bigger and better than the Carmel School System.  But even as they notified him that his contract would not be renewed they could not resist the urge to waste more of the taxpayers’ dollars.  So they went out and hired an Interim Superintendent at a cost of one hundred forty-five thousand dollars for five months.  Now they are paying one superintendent not to work and paying another one to substitute for him until his term is up and looking for a permanent one to take over next school year.  Why didn’t they just let superintendent number one stay on for the five months and save the one hundred forty-five thousand dollars to use to save teacher jobs or keep the music and art classes going.  What a waste of money!

Center Grove School System is by no means alone in this wasteful spending category.  The same situation exists at Franklin Community School System in Franklin.  The school board has said that they have to make severe cuts in spending, again due to the state budget cuts, and the loss of teacher’s jobs may have to be part of those cuts.  But once again, when you drive to the brand new high school that looks like something from another country where the royalty reside (can you say “Taj Mahal”).  If you drive around to the back you will find another one of those multi-million football fields complete with Astroturf on the playing field and the fancy press box and luxury locker rooms.

And just up the road in Marion County, Franklin Township to be exact, is the Franklin Central School System.  They are complaining that because of the state budget cuts, they have to cut millions from their budget and they just don’t know how to do that without laying off teachers and maybe charging the children to ride the school bus to school.

But while you are on your journey, go ahead and drive to Franklin Central High School and you will find a couple of year old football stadium complete with Astroturf on the playing field and the fancy press box and luxury locker rooms.  This one is a little fancier, kinda looks like Lucas Oil Stadium without the roof.


All this crying about the state cutting the school funding is like a bunch of snot nose little kids crying because they cannot get their way.  School board members are elected just like the politicians in Washington and we have the same remedy to stop the wasteful spending.  Throw them out if they will not listen to the taxpayers and elect someone who will.  


Enough crying because the state has cut the budget.  The economy is bad and that means that budgets have to be cut.  If one of us does not have enough money to buy everything we want, we have to wait and do without because our primary goal is to raise our kids and support our family.  If we want a new speedboat and there is not enough money, we don’t get it!  We don’t go crying that our company took away our speedboat because they would not give us the raise we said we wanted.

The primary goal of our public schools is to TEACH our children.  It is to teach them to READ, it is to teach them to WRITE, it is to teach them HISTORY, it is to teach them MATH, and yes, it is to teach them about ART and it is to teach them about MUSIC.


Some of our school systems took the state funding cuts in stride and tightened their belts to weather out the storm and they are doing a fantastic job of it.  Those are the ones that have a football field with the chain link fence around it and a few bleachers and a plywood press box.  These are the schools that teach our children what they need to know instead of concentrating on teaching them how to play football.


A note to the school boards, build our children instead of fancy foot ball arenas. Don’t worry about that new press box.  Take the money and use it to keep the teachers to teach our children. Stop hiring administrators to trip over each other and use that money to teach our children about art and music.

If you do, maybe someday one of them will grow up and paint a picture of you or write a song about you.  They may not know who you are now, but they will certainly know if you take away their education for a football field!
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