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The other day I stopped at a local shopping establishment to run in and pick up a couple of things.  It was pouring down rain so naturally I was looking for a parking place as close to the door as possible.


As I looked at the possibilities, I began to get frustrated at the layout of the parking lot and began to count cars.  There were twenty-six cars in the parking lot.  The frustrating part was there were twenty-two EMPTY parking spots right outside the front door.  These were the twenty-two required parking spots for the handicapped.

They were all empty which led me to the question, “Why do they need twenty-two spaces for the handicapped when none of them are being used”.  In order to try to find an answer to this question, I began to scout this particular at various times of the day and night that were during store hours.


Much to my surprise, the most handicapped spaces in this particular parking lot that were occupied at any given time were six.  This means that even during the busiest hours of this establishment, there were at least eighteen parking spaces that were NOT in use.


Now before all the truly handicapped people out there get in an uproar, let me say, I have no problems with those who truly have a disability having a designated parking space close to the doors of any establishment you may patronize.  


My complaint is against two groups of people. First the government officials who designate how many spaces are needed.  The way this number is arrived at is based on the square feet of the establishment in question. I found this out when moving into our new offices and found out that, based on the square footage of our office, I needed to have three handicapped spaces.


Do these people ever study anything or do they just pull numbers out of the air.  We have an average of ONE person per month that ever comes to our office. Ninety-nine percent of our business is conducted via telephone and email.  ONE person per month is hard for me to justify three parking spaces period. Let alone three handicapped parking spaces.  In the last three years, we have never had a handicapped person visit our office.  I think one handicapped parking space to sit empty would suffice.


The other category contains two groups of people.  Those who lie to their doctor (My back hurts when I walk) to get a handicapped permit because they are too lazy to walk to the door.  The other group is the ones who have a family member with a legitimate handicapped permit to use when they are being taken somewhere, but the family member displays the permit and parks in a handicapped parking space when they do not have the family member with them as required.


Let’s do some research and find out how many handicapped parking spots are really needed at these establishments adjust them accordingly so they are not wasted.


Then let’s crack down on the doctors that hand them out when they are not really needed and also on those who use them when not LEGALLY allowed to do so.
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