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I remember about twenty-five years ago the call for a restaurant tax of one percent to fund a domed football staduim for a team we did not have.  At the time I thought the idea was ludicris.  However, I developed a wait and see attitude.  


We were promised the “stadium tax” would not be permanent and would stop when the “dome” was paid off.  At the time I thought that promise was ludricis.  However, I developed a wait and see attitude.  


We were told that talks were in the works to bring a team to Indianapolis that would immediately be among the top NFL Franchisees in the country and bring the world of Superbowl Championships to Indianapolis.  At the time I thought that gossip was ludricis.  However, I developed a wait and see attitude.  


Then we were told that the Mayflower vans sneaking here in the middle of the night were bring our new NFL team, the Baltimore Colts,....oops....the Indianapolis Colts home to their new stadium.


Twenty-three years later we finally saw the first of those Superbowl Championships.  We should have had two or three more by now but our top rated NFL franchise can’t seem to work up a desire to work past the first week of January.


Oh, and by the way, that new domed stadium we built for them.  We blew it up last month!!


The “stadium tax” that was sworn to be temporary and stop when the dome was paid off, we are still paying it.


Why, you ask, did we blow up a stadium we are still paying taxes for?


Because Jimmy Irsey, owner of the Baltimore...I mean....Indianapolis Colts threatened to leave Indianapolis and break his lease if we didn’t build him a bigger and better stadium with more seats and more suites.


So we did.

Then we had a new tax to pay for it for years to come but we are being told that it won’t be a pewrmanent tax and will stop when the new stadium is paid for. I think that promise is ludricis.  However, I developed a wait and see attitude.  


We are also told that this will put Indianapolis in a better position to not lose our team because Jimmy Irsey will sign a thirty year lease.  I think that promise is ludricis.  However, I developed a wait and see attitude.  


But the best news of all was the announcement that Forest Lucas signed a multi-million dollar deal to name the stadium Lucas Oil Field.  Great, those millions should really help to pay down the mortgage on the stadium so we can pay it off and stop that pesky tax.


Wait a minute.....what was that....Those multi-millions won’t go to pay the mortgage on the stadium.....They go straight to Jimmy Irsey because we gave him the naming rights free of charge for him to sell.  And I have to pay $100 to go see a game in the stadium that paid for?


Sorry, no wait and no see on that one.  
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