Seatbelt Laws: The New Taxation
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As we head for the Memorial Day weekend, we have received notice that the annual “Click-it or Ticket” enforcement mobilization is underway from May 15 through May 31.


This annual “Click-it or Ticket” campaign is proudly sponsored by Toyota.  



So looking through the smoke screen, or “spin” as they say, to find the truth in this campaign you have to wonder when the government started hiring advertising agencies to make their programs sound more pleasing.  

 The advertising campaign for the “Click-it or Ticket” campaign states that it is an attempt to decrease the number of fatalities and injuries involving unrestrained motorists on Indiana roadways.


Toyota states that they sponsor this “Click-it or Ticket” campaign because “safety is a priority in everything we do”.


In reality what this “Click-it or Ticket” campaign boils down to is foreign entity giving money to our government to restrain and tax its citizens.


Isn’t that what today’s government has come to be about.  The sole focus of government anymore is to ignore the United States Constitution and to take away the rights and privileges that we have long enjoyed under the Constitution and to create any new way possible to tax its citizens.


The founders of this once great nation came here and started this country to get away from the oppressive taxes and be able to enjoy religious freedom as they had not been able to.


We used to be a solid nation in this world because we stood on our Christian principles and did not allow any other country on this earth to tell us how to run our country.  Today, with combined conventional taxes approaching sixty percent, the government has had to resort to grabbing our money in any other way it can without using the word “tax”.


Hence, the passage of seat belt laws with a twenty-five dollar fine for not using your seat belt restraint.  Why should you be fined for your own stupidity? 


If it's to make people safer then why not ban BASE jumping or cave diving or other really dangerous sports? Or better yet why not ban smoking? (OK, the government is deep into this one also). 


If you don't have the common sense to buckle your seatbelt the only person that is likely to get hurt is yourself so what's the point of fining you for knowingly endangering your self? It's not the government’s responsibility to protect us from ourselves, people should be smart enough to ensure their safety themselves. 


If anything repealing seatbelt laws would help weed the stupid people from the gene pool. (Don't get me wrong I support the government encouraging you to wear seatbelt I just don't think they have the right to punish me when I haven't done anything wrong to anybody.)


The whole purpose of the seat belt laws in the United States was to create a new tax that nobody would fight.  It is proclaimed to be ONLY for your safety.  The twenty-five dollar “fine” (tax) was set low for the simple reason that it is high enough that with millions of tickets written across the country, it would raise millions or even billions in new revenue but the “fine” (tax) on the individual person would remain low enough that no one would be likely to fight it.


When was the last time you heard of someone taking a case to the United States Supreme Court over something with a twenty-five dollar fine?

The other side of this coin is those who are supposed to be enforcing this “law”.  I can count on one hand how many times I have seen Police Officers on patrol with seat belts on. They can ticket me, but who tickets them? A law that cannot be fairly enforced due to double standard should not exist.


If a police officer is driving without a seat belt, take a picture or record the license plate and report the offense.


As a citizen of the US and member of the general public, you have your own rights as a check on the police force's power. You are not a policeman. However, that isn't to say you don't have any power.


Maybe if a few of us started pressing the issue on them, they would go back to trying to prevent real crime instead of driving down the road and rubber-necking at every car trying to find a hardened criminal to issue a twenty-five dollar “ticket” (tax bill) to.


In today’s economy crime is approaching an all time high.  Not only have murders and sexual assaults risen, but the number of burglaries, robberies and muggings are rising at an alarming rate.


Could it be that those criminals are assisted by police that are no longer trying to catch criminals but instead are out spending Toyota’s foreign money trying to find those pesky little seat belt violators?


To make matters even more unfair to motorists is the fact that while we have seat belt laws that are vigorously enforced; we do not even have a helmet law for motorcyclists.


So apparently the argument is that if I am riding on four wheels surrounded by a cage of steel and perhaps some fiberglass with air bags that will inflate on impact and save my life in most cases, then I need to be restrained to the seat upon which I am sitting and I should have no say so in the matter.


HOWEVER, if I should happen to be riding on only TWO WHEELS with absolutely no cage of any kind and no air bags of any kind, then I am safe enough that not only do I not need a seatbelt; I don’t even need a helmet to protect my head from serious injury.

Send back the foreign money to Toyota and stop letting other countries how to run our country or control Americans.  Stop trying to find new ways to tax Americans out of their hard earned income.


The best thing we can do in this country is cut taxes in all categories, cut wasteful spending by government and let Americans save the economy by spending their own money!!
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