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It is funny to look back at the way things were when we were kids and compare them to the way things are today.  Back when I was a teenager, myself and all my friends could not wait to get our driver’s license and start driving.  I am amazed by the number of teenagers and even twenty-something’s today that have never had a driver’s license and have no desire to get one.  Times are changing.

Those are the kind of voluntary changes in civilized life that happen on their own because people are free to make their own decisions.  Then there are the kinds of changes that people are forced to make because Congress passes laws that take away our freedom to choose.  This can be seen in the unconstitutional seat belt laws requiring people to wear seat belts against their will in order to give government agents the ability to collect another tax.


Also along this line, when I was a kid I used to ride in the back seat of our car without a car seat, booster seat and usually even without a seatbelt. Sometimes I even slept on the back dashboard when we were traveling.  I made it through those years just fine.  Today, however, the government has decided that all children must be restrained in a car or booster seat until the age of twelve and until they reach a height of four feet nine inches.  Under these guidelines, my twenty-six year old daughter who is only four feet eight inches tall would be required to drive her car in a booster seat.

But I digress.  The whole point of this is to talk about how things have changed not only in the way we look at things but also in the way the government looks at things.


For instance, all the time that I was growing up they had these events called NASCAR races where a bunch of good ole boys would get together on Sunday afternoons and race their cars around a race track to see who could go the fastest and last the longest.  As this grew into a major sport, they began to use sponsors for the cars and the racing series became known as the NASCAR Winston cup series, with the entire series sponsored by Winston cigarettes.  


This was back in the good old days when cigarette smoking was not the stigma that it is today.  Of course, this was also back in the day when doctors were telling everyone that cigarette smoking was good for you and four out of five doctors recommended Camel cigarettes even though the Marlboro Man looked much cooler than the Camel.


The NASCAR series was sponsored by Winston cigarettes until 2003 when the government intervened (intruded) and decided that we no longer had the right to hear anything about cigarettes and prohibited the sponsorship of sporting events by cigarette companies.


Now before we go on let me make this perfectly clear that I do not smoke cigarettes and abhor the use of cigarettes but at the same time I do not think that the government should have the power to tell citizens what they will or won’t do and I do not believe that advertising should be censored by the government any more than speech should be censored.

That being said and regardless of what I think, the government has banned both  the sponsorship and the advertising of cigarette companies based on the fact that they are unhealthy and generally not good for you.  Yet doughnuts are still advertised daily and are much more the cause of diabetes and other obesity related conditions.  When will the government get around to banning the advertisement of those items?


But I digress.  The whole reason for this discussion is that for years we have heard this same government tell us about the dangers of alcohol and what it can do to families.  We have the Governor’s task force against Drunk Driving, the Governor’s Commission for a Drug Free Indiana, Mothers Against Drunk Driving and Students Against Drunk Driving and several other organizations that try to educate and prevent alcohol abuse, underage drinking and drunk driving among the effects of alcohol.


In my opinion it is much more dangerous and harmful to one’s self and to others to use or abuse alcohol than it is to smoke cigarettes.  I am sure that the vast majority would agree that alcohol use is at least as bad as cigarette use and that would probably include the ones who drink or smoke as well as those who partake in neither.

So I guess the problem that I am looking at is with underage drinking at an all-time high and drunk driving filling our jails to way beyond their maximum capacity, Why is it that cigarettes are banned and we are now going to glorify the use of alcohol.  


We do this every year during the Super Bowl, of course, and everyone enjoys the commercials.  But the former Winston Cup Series was taken away from the cigarette companies because, we were told, we should not encourage children to smoke.   But if this is truly the case, then hoe does it work that we should encourage our children to use alcohol?  IF it is bad for a cigarette to sponsor a racing series, then shouldn’t it be just as bad for an alcohol company to sponsor one of the racing events?


This question comes as the Indianapolis Motor Speedway is announcing that Crown Royal Whiskey has signed a Multi-year deal to sponsor the Brickyard 400 NASCAR race.  This is sending mixed signals to our children telling them that the races cannot advertise smoking because it is bad for you while allowing alcohol companies to pick up the slack left by the banning of the cigarette companies.  Even worse, with drunk driving being an ongoing epidemic, we are now mixing whiskey with driving cars fast.  Doesn’t that mean that we are telling our children that it is bad to smoke cigarettes, especially while you are driving but it is ok to drink whiskey and drive your car real fast?


I guess this is what we should expect from a government that has the idea that if you can’t pay your bills you raise your credit limit, not cut spending.
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