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No taxation without representation was the famous battle cry of the minutemen at the infamous Boston Tea Party that started the revolution that led to the birth of a new nation that was named the United States of America.



With this battle cry came the revolution caused by the government (King) of England constantly raising taxes on the English colonies in this country that were owned and controlled by the King.


These taxes were raised on the hard working people in these colonies without any concern for the hardships that the taxes placed on them. The residents of the colonies were given no say, or representation, in the laws that were placed upon them or in the taxes that were demanded of them.


Sound Familiar?  Today, over two hundred years later, we have a government (Federal, State and Local elected officials) who are so out of touch with their constituents that they might as well live on the other side of the ocean.


The new administration of Barack Obama is proposing a budget that is a record of deficit spending that will put this once great nation so far in debt that it is doubtful that we will ever be able to dig our way out.


The old administration of Mitch Daniels is selling off anything that isn’t nailed down and a lot of things that are.  Once the garage sale is over, what will we have left?


Local governments are raising taxes and passing laws that are so restrictive to business that it seems we are moving to a Nazi controlled Germany.  The fate of the average citizen does not fare much better.


Some schools are raising taxes trying to promote building programs that rival Donald Trump.    They are taking away the benefits from the bus drivers that transport our children to and from school, laying off teachers due to “budget concerns” and building multi-million dollar sports facilities and buildings that put the Taj Mahal to shame.


Property that you own is subject to property tax that assesses the value of your home for more than it will appraise or sell for. Sadly, your local assessor will admit this, but not change it.


The Indiana State Legislature currently has a bill pending before it to put a permanent tax cap on your property so that you will never have to pay tax of more than one percent of your assessed value.


While this is at least a good start on controlling the never-ending rise in taxation, it is being held hostage by the Speaker of the House Patrick Bauer (D) -South Bend.  Speaker Bauer has decided that he will not let the property tax cap bill be voted on because he does not agree that the residents of Indiana want it.


Hello!!!!! Speaker Bauer, I have met you and had discussions with you several times and you did not appear to be an Ostrich to me!!  It is time to take your head out of the sand and actually think before you speak.


I have heard you say on numerous occasions that you are a servant of the people who elect you.  That you are the employee of the people who elect you.  That you are in the House of Representatives to govern the way that the people who elected you want you to govern.


Well, here it is.  The people who elected you want you to get off your butt, reach down and grasp your neck and pull your head out of the sand and listen to your constituents.  It is time to put aside Democrats and Republicans and start acting like the Hoosiers that we are.  This is not a war between parties; it is the future of all Hoosiers.


A recent poll shows that of Indiana voters shows that seventy-nine percent of the registered voters in Indiana want the property tax caps to be permanent.


If you are in the House of Representative to do what the people who elected you want you to do, then WHY are you and you alone keeping this bill from being voted on?


My guess is that you are scared that it will pass and you will lose the ability to raise a tax when you want to spend more.  Let the tax cap bill go to the floor for a vote by ALL representatives and then you can go stick your head back in the sand.  But remember, you were elected to lead and govern, not run and hide.


With the economy the way it is today, and government spending out of control at the federal level, why not take the lead and show Washington the way it should be done.


Instead of always looking for a tax to raise in order to pay for the spending our government is doing, why not start cutting the spending of our state and local governments and manage what we have a little better and maybe, just maybe, it will have a trickle UP affect to the federal government.


Then the history books would show that during the worst recession since the great depression, the state of Indiana took the lead and pulled the country up by the boot straps and led the way out of the recession.  


And if this were the case, wouldn’t it be great if it said this revolution was led by the great state of Indiana and its Speaker of the House, Patrick Bauer.
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