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I ask myself why the news media continues to report some of the most outrageous stories that folks have ever seen on television in recent times and I realize the sad truth of it all.  The news media reports all these ridiculous stories because they have learned that if they sensationalize disaster, it means big ratings, which means big profits.

It does not seem to matter how many lives they ruin or how many people they prey on and make them cry as long as they achieve their all mighty ratings.  Ratings mean higher advertising rates.  Higher advertising rates means higher profits. Higher profits mean more sensationalism of the news.  It is a vicious circle.


In the near past, the news media prided itself on accurate, unbiased, objective reporting of news events and entering a reporters opinion into the equation was out of the question.  Opinions belonged in the opinion and editorial category and news reporting belonged in the news category.

In today’s world however, on must listen to or read the news and then make a concerted effort to filter out the bias of the writer or reporter that is bringing you the story.  That is tough to do at times because reporters have become very efficient at reporting a story based on facts that are built out of gossip and innuendo and very often are not substantiated, investigated or even attempted to be verified.


Then there are those stories that are simply made up to make someone or something look bad.  These types of stories may or may not have a basis to be a story or they may be a true story that is given in a context of another story and be something that should never have been reported in the first place.


Examples of these types of stories have been seen in recent weeks regarding the BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico.  One story in particular is the story of BP CEO Tony Hayward taking a day off work to take his son to a Father’s Day Yacht race.  

Now do we really expect this man, who has undoubtedly spent most of his time in recent weeks dealing with a disaster that was the fault of his company, to spend all of his time on the coast of the Gulf and never to leave?  Do we really expect him to completely give up his family and life outside work and do nothing but be on the coast to assist in this clean-up?


Tony Hayward assuredly has the best of the best people working for him on the massive clean-up effort under way.  He has also been shouldering an unbelievable amount of pressure to outperform any and all expectations of the world to break all records for cleaning up after a disaster.


I believe he has done an admiral job in hiring the best people to work on every aspect of the cleanup.  To chide him for taking a day off work to spend Father’s Day with his son is unreasonable and unprofessional of news media personnel.  Their job is to report on the oil spill and leave personal vendettas and/or opinions out of it.


If this man had spent every day and every waking moment on the coast dealing with the oil spill, then I believe the news media would have just as surely crucified him for ignoring his family and not spending Father’s Day with his children.

On the same disaster, many people have called for a boycott of BP, including many government officials and even the president has made the statement that he is not sure that BP should be allowed to stay in business.  This is the most asinine thing I have ever heard.


First of all, the President, government officials, or any other agency of the government does not have the right, the power, or the authority to put a foreign company out of business.


Secondly, a boycott of the BP gas stations around the country would not have the effect that most people think it would.  Almost all of the BP gas stations are independently owned and operated and a large percentage of them do not even use oil straight from BP, but purchase their gasoline from independent refineries.  So a boycott of BP gas stations would only hurt small business owners in America and would put many more workers on the unemployment rolls.


Thirdly, BP Oil is paying millions to out of work fishermen, boat owners and many others that have been impacted by the disaster in the Gulf.  They appear to be genuinely concerned for the people and the environment that have been impacted by their company and they appear to be spending whatever it takes to make thing right for those who have been injured in any way by the spill.

Fourthly, I guess I would question the sanity of anyone who would want to put this company out of business.  If they are out of business, then they will not be there to make these payments to those who have been injured or to pay the bills for the clean-up itself.


I say that we should be wholeheartedly supporting this company during its time of crisis and assisting in any way we can to help them in the clean-up effort.  If this had been caused by a hurricane, we would be bashing the government for not providing enough assistance for the clean-up or for the welfare of the people who live there.  We would be holding benefit concerts to help pay for the clean-up effort.  We would be sending teams to the Gulf of Mexico to help clean the oil off the birds and to clean the oil off the beaches.  


Why not return to the helpful ways that Americans have always been known for and do what we can to help in a time of disaster?  We don’t because of the news media.  They have decided that they will make more money if they vilify BP Oil and its executive’s in any way they can.


That means following them around to every place they go and vilifying them for any actions that a reporter can use his own opinions to generate more profits and further his/her own career.


To vilify the CEO for spending Father’s Day with his children is wrong.  Maybe if more of the reporters were not spending their time trying to further their own careers at the expense of others, and were spending time with their own children teaching them some moral values, our country would not be headed down the path of sensationalism.  Maybe we would be more on track to strengthening our country and doing the morally correct thing instead of the politically correct.  Maybe more children would grow up with respect for right and wrong and respect for others.  Maybe America would be the backbone of the world once again.

And maybe, just maybe, we would all remember once again that Father’s Day is all about spending time with your children.
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