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After three weeks of writing about the unions and the lies that they have been propaganding to the general public, I thought I was finally through with that issue.  But, lo and behold, along comes the final straw in the past week to break the proverbial camel’s back.


All of these issues with the unions have centered around money.  Those for the unions claim that the unions bargain for higher wages.  Those against the unions claim that the unions are breaking the backs of businesses with outrageous demands.  Whichever side you are on, you must agree that it is all about money.


Over this past week has come the news that the biggest example of the reasons that the pathetic union sub-culture should be done away with has come to light.  In the latest version of the game that I call Millionaires versus Billionaires, fresh from NFL Productions comes the news that the NFL Players has been de-certified and no longer exists.


You would think that would be a good thing but we all know that this is just a ploy being made to try to force a checkmate in the game.  It is really pathetic when a group of millionaires and billionaires are making so much money that they cannot agree on how to split all that income.


On the owners side is the argument that they are the ones that are investing the money and taking the risks so they should be able to keep the money they bring in.  On the player’s side are the arguments that they are the ones performing the labor in a career that could be one injury away from ending so they should get the lion’s share of the income to pay for their retirement years. 

Most of you who are reading this would probably think that I would side with the business owners because they are the ones who take the risk and put up the investment.  If that statement were true, that would cause me to side with the owners.  However, in this day in age, I do not believe that there is a single team owner that is putting up much in the way of an investment and I am fairly sure that there are no owners that are taking a risk of any kind anymore.


When the owners and the players sit down at the bargaining table, I firmly believe that they are leaving a very important part of the whole picture out of the negotiation process.  I believe that there is an empty seat at the table that should be occupied during the entire process.  I believe that the empty seat should be occupied ME.  

Now don’t mean that I should be sitting at the table with the millionaires and the billionaires while they are negotiating with each other to become richer.  I think that me or someone who represents me and you and all the NFL fans should be at the bargaining table representing our interests.


I am sure that the millionaire players and the billionaire team owners are now scratching their heads and trying to figure out what interests that we, as fans, could possibly have in the negotiations.  Well, I am sure you are not surprised that I am about to tell you.


First and foremost, WE are the fans!!  If WE don’t pay the outrageous ticket prices to come and watch the players play, then there would be no money to argue about.  If WE decide to boycott the NFL at any time, the players won’t be getting paid and the owners won’t be running to the bank.  So let’s remember that without us, you would have NOTHING to argue about.  Considering that, I would think that you would take some of that money you are arguing about and do something for your fan base.

If I might be permitted to make a suggestion of something you could do for your fan base, then how about this.  PAY FOR YOUR OWN STADIUMS!!  This is something that would make your fans appreciate you greatly.  As team owners, you claim to be putting up the money for investment and taking all the risk.  I do not see it that way.  I see the taxpayers in most cities putting up the investment money to build you fancy stadiums with ridiculous features that make you money while we pay the bills.  I wish I could get the taxpayers to pay the bills for my business and allow me to keep all the income.


The taxpayers also take the brunt of the risk because if team owners have a bad year, they come back to the city and demand more money.  Then they threaten that if they do not get these “incentives” that they will leave our city and move “their” team elsewhere and leave us with an empty stadium that the taxpayers are still paying for.  Where is the risk in that?


I believe that the taxpayers should form a union and demand to be a part of the negotiating process to protect our interests and our investment and try to limit the risk that we the taxpayers assume every time that we pay to build a stadium for the millionaires and billionaires to take the field and rake in the cash.

Here in Indianapolis, we are paying for RCA (Hoosier) Dome for the Indianapolis Colts to play in.  This required a new tax that we are still paying even though the RCA (Hoosier) Dome was torn down a couple of years ago to make way for Lucas Oil Stadium.  When Lucas Oil Stadium was built, it required another new tax that we are now paying and will probably be paying long after the Billionaires have threatened their way into another new stadium with another new tax.


In the Lucas Oil Stadium, there are big beautiful suites that are sold for millions of dollars every year.  This is to help pay for the stadium, right.  No, the suite sales income goes straight to Jim Irsay, the owner of the Indianapolis Colts.  But the naming rights brought a check from Forest Lucas in the amount of ten million dollars so at least we had that to put toward the cost of building the stadium, right.  No, unfortunately that went straight to Jim Irsay also.  Well, at least we can use the rent money that the Indianapolis Colts pay to rent the stadium to help pay for the mortgage.  Wrong again.  The Indianapolis Colts are granted full use of the facility without paying one cent in rent or upkeep on this facility.  On top of all that, the Indianapolis Colts owner also gets all of the gate receipts for ticket sales.

Is there any reason at all to feel sorry for the crybabies that whine and complain when they don’t get their way?  None. And the players aren’t much better.  They claim that they need to make ten plus million dollars per year because their career is typically only fifteen years long.  This is no consolation as that would be career earnings of one hundred fifty million dollars.  If you spread that out over the forty-five or so career that us fans have to work that comes to a little over three million dollars per year.  Most of us do not make anywhere near that kind of money and we don’t get to retire at the age of thirty-five and spend the rest of our lives sitting on the beach somewhere.


All of you should get back to work and be thankful that you have a job in this economy while the rest of us struggle. As for the owners, you should be thankful that we are there to build your stadiums and buy your outrageous tickets and eat your eight dollar hot dogs.


How about you show some good faith and return some of the billions that you are arguing about to the taxpayers and let that end the dispute!!
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