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Granted it has been many years since I was in high school but when I was there we were taught about the United States of America and how it was a republic where everyone had rights and the majority ruled over decisions.

Throughout the years since that time of my life, I have been glad that I lived in a small mid-western community where we did not have the high crime rates, gangs and the general stupidity (sorry, I borrowed that one from Obama) that went on in places like California, Massachusetts and Vermont.


I was glad that I lived in a community that was sensible, conservative and at least had some modicum of common sense.

Over the course of ten minutes this past week, I realized that all of that has ended and we are no longer immune from the stupidity of these other areas or from the crime that exists in those areas.  It is interesting to me how hand in hand those two things go. Stupidity and crime.


You ask “what happened in those ten minutes to make you realize this”.  Well, it was simple enough.  I watched the first ten minutes of the nightly news.  It was the first time that I can ever remember that Greenwood was the subject of the top two stories in a single newscast.

The first story was of a drive by shooting in Greenwood.  I believe it was the first drive by shooting that has ever happened in Greenwood.  It brought out a massive police response from both city police and the county sheriff’s office.  Three people were arrested with-in an hour because this is such an odd occurrence in this area and I am sure the police received an amount of cooperation that would be unheard of in someplace like Los Angeles.  This was the crime!

The second news story was the stupidity part of the equation.  The top-ranked senior at Greenwood Community High School is asking a federal judge to stop a graduation prayer that class members voted to approve.  The lawsuit filed by eighteen-year-old Eric Workman says the prayer and the vote at the school unconstitutionally subject religious practice to majority rule.  Understand that part clearly.  He and his classmates agreed to vote, or essentially to hold an election, and when he lost, he went to court.

The senior class voted on the graduation prayer at a school assembly in September. The lawsuit contends the vote and the prayer violate the First Amendment.  Why is this when previous classes voted to have a prayer and there was never a problem?  I think that this was a wonderful idea to let the class vote and decide for themselves instead of letting some bureaucrat make that decision for them.  What a wonderful way to teach them about democracy and how a free society is supposed to work.


Unfortunately it ended up teaching this class NOT how a democracy is supposed to work, where a vote is held and majority rules, but instead it taught them how it usually works, where one person does not get their way and then becomes a crybaby and runs to court and expects a judge to destroy the rights of the majority to accommodate one person.

Of course, the excuse is always the same.  You will hear them say “I have rights and they must be considered”.  It is interesting to hear them say that the rights of this one person MUST be considered as they are running to a court to TRAMPLE all over the rights of many others that they could care less about.  The solution was simple. If you did not want to pray at graduation, then close your eyes and sing lullaby’ to yourself, or recite the communist pledge or maybe even chant a Muslim anthem to yourself.

You see. Here is what people like this do not understand.  If they wanted to pray a prayer to a different god than ours, we would gladly allow that without involving a court.  That is because we believe that the right to free speech and the right to worship the God of our choice belongs to everyone just as does the right to NOT worship any God.  

The constitution of the United States of America does not state anywhere that one person has the right to prevent others from saying a prayer.  It does not state anywhere that it is forbidden for a school group to have a prayer at a function.  It does not state anywhere that a graduation class is forbidden to say a prayer at graduation.  It does not even state anywhere that religious practice may not be subject to majority rule.

The other argument presented in this lawsuit is that the vote and the prayer violate the First Amendment.  I am a little shocked by this argument since we are being told that this student is the top-ranked senior at the high school.  I would think that before running to court with this argument, he might have taken the time to Google the First Amendment and see what it actually says’ .


The entire content of the First Amendment reads as follows “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances. 

There is no way that I can see that anyone can read this and say that holding a vote or saying a prayer violates it.  I think that the First Amendment argument would be the made by the school attorney in DEFENSE of this vote and prayer.  It says very clearly that Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion and this vote or prayer does not establish a religion.  It does not FORCE anyone to say a prayer and I do not believe the student is being held against his will in the room where the graduation is being held.  If hearing SOMEONE ELSE say a prayer to THEIR God really offends him that much, then perhaps he could step out into the hallway until the prayer has been said and then return.  But then, that would be far too simple.

The second part of the First Amendment says that Congress shall not prohibit the free exercise of religion and this vote and prayer does not in any way prohibit this student from freely exercising any religion that he wants.  That is what he is trying to do.  He is trying to use the First Amendment to prohibit the rest of his classmates from freely exercising their religion.

The next part says that Congress shall pass no law abridging freedom of speech and this vote and prayer does not attempt in any way to abridge this student’s freedom of speech.  Actually while he is trying to stop the freedom of speech of his fellow students, he is actually being offered the opportunity to speak at this graduation and I have not heard anyone running to court to censure his speech or to make sure he doesn’t say anything about how he single-handedly took away the freedom of religion and the freedom of speech for all of his classmates.

The other important part of the First Amendment is that Congress shall pass no laws to prohibit the right of the people to peaceably assemble and this vote and prayer do not prohibit his right to assemble.


It appears that the problem here is rooted in the Garden of Eden when the snake offered the apple to Eve and thus began the decline of mankind.  It appears to me that the snake has contacted MR. Workman in the form of a man named Ken Faulk who is the director of the American Civil Liberties Union of Indiana.  He has offered Mr. Workman his fifteen minutes of fame in exchange for his name being used in a civil lawsuit against the high school in order to further the cause of the ACLU which is to destroy this nation by any means possible.


Mr. Faulk will go to court to take away our right to freedom of religion, freedom of expression, and our right to freely exercise our religion, yet he would also go to court to and argue for those rights if this was about having a Muslim prayer at graduation.  But then, that is not what this is about because most of us are intelligent enough to understand that those freedoms apply to everyone and not just those who agree with your viewpoint.


My sincere hope is that the Greenwood Community Schools will not back down from this fight and will go to court to preserve this right of their students to vote on matters and to tell Mr. Faulk that we will not eat from his apple this time.  Maybe if we considered putting prayer and discipline back into our schools, we would have a chance to drive the guns and violence out.
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