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It is very interesting how this country has gone from the land of the American Dream where you work hard and become wealthy to the land of entitlement where you refuse to work and expect the government to pay you for doing nothing.


Now most people who are reading this would probably think that I was headed for those people who are on welfare, food stamps or some other form of government.  While the fraud and abuse of those programs is rampant in this country, that story is for another day.  Today I am talking about those who set the example for the abusers of the entitlement programs.  That would be our legislatures.


While the rest of the country looks on, here in Indiana some of our State Representatives have decided to become welfare bums, if you will.  They have decided to run off to another state and live off of other people’s money in luxury and expect to still get paid for refusing to do their job.


The Speaker of the House, Brian Bosma, announced that since the welfare bums not showing up for work was going into the third week now, he would be instituting a two hundred fifty dollar per day per Representative fine.  The welfare bums merely laughed at him and one missing Representative even had the gall to make the comment to news reporters that they had already been paid their salary for the entire year so how was he going to enforce the fine.  This is the problem with paying someone for doing work in advance.  If they don’t show up to do the work, you can’t withhold payment.

It has also come to light this past week that the hotel bills and restaurant bills and other expenses for the missing representatives were being paid by the unions, not by the Representatives.  I don’t know if this violates any of the lobbying laws that prevent lobbyists from paying for trips or giving gifts to politicians in order to influence their vote on issues, but if it doesn’t, it certainly should.  These anti-lobbying laws were put into place for just such an occasion as this.  The unions may not have taken the Representatives to the Caribbean for a vacation but it is painfully obvious that since they have paid for them to flee to Illinois for an all-expense paid vacation, the unions are certainly influencing the Representatives vote.  After all, the Representatives are well versed at saying that they will not return until the union bills are dropped by the Republicans.

I can remember back just a few months ago before the last election when the Democrats had control of the House of Representatives, that they were pushing their agenda on us whether the majority of Hoosiers agreed with it or not.  I can also remember bills that the majority of Hoosiers were in favor of that the then Speaker of the House Pat Bauer would not even allow the House to vote on.  This was the Defense of Marriage Act that eighty-six percent of all Hoosiers were in favor of and the Speaker would not let it come to a vote.  As I recall, the Republican Representatives still showed up for work every day and stood up and fought for their constituents no matter what.  This is the way it is supposed to work.


But in this day of entitlements, the Democratic Party has apparently decided that the people of Indiana will pay through the nose for Democratic Representatives to go on vacation.  As the union pays the bills for this vacation, there is still a massive cost to Hoosier taxpayers for this vacation.   Even though the unions are paying the bills for the Representatives vacation, the union money comes from the rank and file members of the union, the very ones the Republican Representatives are fighting for.  These union members are footing the bill whether or not they agree with the vacation because they are forced to be in the union and they are forced to pay the dues that the union is using to pay the Representatives expenses with.

Then there is the fact that the legislative session is winding down without any business being done, including the mandatory redistricting and the budget, both of which are required by law to be done.  This means that Governor Mitch Daniels will be forced to call a special session of the legislature in order for them to actually conduct the business that should have been done during the Democrats vacation.  The cost of any special session is estimated to cost Hoosier taxpayers in excess of fifteen thousand dollars for each day that the special session is held.


So the next time that you hear one of these Representatives say that this cowardly vacation is costing the taxpayers nothing, remember that eleven percent of Hoosier taxpayers that are union members are being forced to pay their expenses now and one hundred percent of Hoosier taxpayers will be forced to pay fifteen thousand dollars per day for the special session that these cowards are forcing on us.  Nice to know that in these hard economic times when Hoosiers are trying to cope with High foreclosure rates, High unemployment, outrageous gasoline prices that are forcing the price of everything higher, that these Representatives are forcing us to pay their expenses for the special sessions that will be required to clean up their mess that they will have left behind.

I say that as we all get our wallets out to pay the bill for the cowardly vacation that these Representatives have decided to stick us with, we should all remember to make a note of this, hang it on the refrigerator in our kitchen so that we see it every time we bring double the price groceries home from the market, and pay these Representatives back at the polls in the next election.  Those who do not show up for work should definitely not be re-elected so that they can pull the same stunt again.


As for the Republicans that have shown up for work every day I have two points for you.  Point number one: We do not negotiate with terrorists of any kind and these Representatives are economic terrorists, so do not negotiate.  Point two:  do not learn this form of hostage taking because if you decide to try disappearing from work at some point in the future, we will throw you out of office too.


It doesn’t matter anymore if an elected official belongs to on party or the other.  We, the taxpayers, are tired of electing politicians that get elected and then decide to represent a small interest group instead of the majority of the citizens that put them there.  It is time for all of you to realize that the taxpayers are your employers and if you do not represent us the way we want, we are going to throw you out and elect someone who will no matter what party they belong to.

Remember the election is coming in November 2012.  WE VOTE!
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