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With the bomb scare on a Northwest Airlines jet on Christmas day, I found myself wondering  just how safe it was to fly on an airplane.  This was of special concern since I was about to embark on a vacation that would take me and my wife on four different airplanes over the course of eleven days.  One of the jets would be flying out of the country and another would be boarded in another country to fly back home. 

I listened in the ensuing days to all the reports on local and national news regarding airliner safety and how the Transportation Safety Agency (TSA) had let several guidelines lapse that they should have followed.  I listened to how flying was going to be a lot tougher and more stringent on passengers until a thorough review had been completed and procedures were realigned to make it impossible to get on an airplane with a bomb.

As I listened to all of this hype and heard the President claim that the buck stops with him, I began to worry about the safety of my wife and myself.  I have never thought that airline safety was any safer now than it was before 911.  The reason for this feeling was the way that air transportation has been handled since 911.


Subsequent to the World Trade Center being collapsed be two jetliners, many changes were made to heighten security at airports around the country.  To begin with, all of the seven dollar per hour security screeners employed by the airports were made seven dollar per hour employees of the federal government.  The main result of this change was to give these employees the ability to not care about their jobs or doing them well because now they were government employees and it would take an act of God to fire an insubordinate employee. (Oops, sorry, due to the separation of Church and state, an act of God would not be allowed).

Millions of dollars were spent to bring in all kinds of fancy new equipment to catch people trying to carry bombs onto airplanes.  We have advanced metal detectors capable of detecting all sorts of weapons such as pocket knives, box cutters, shampoo, toothpaste, mouthwash, Pepsi, Mountain Dew and I believe they still pick up guns and machetes too.

Then there is the sniffer that sniffs some air at a person who enters the unit and be able to detect if that person has any explosives on their person.

Then there is the latest device which is reminiscent of the ancient x-ray glasses that we all used to see on the back of comic books when we were kids.  This is a unit that a person enters and is x-ray’d and viewed by someone who is in another room.  This device can literally see through a person’s clothing as though they were standing in this device completely nude.



In addition to all the fancy equipment, they have also added several more layers of human contact in order to slow down the lines at security and make sure that everyone is completely uncomfortable and forced to wait ridiculous amounts of time.  I say this because as I traveled four years ago to see family in Phoenix, I handed my boarding pass and drivers license to the TSA employee that was stationed halfway through the line for security and she marked a big red “T” on my boarding pass and sent me to a special line.

When I questioned why I was being sent to this special line and why the big “T” on my boarding pass she informed me that “T” was for suspected terrorist and that I was being sent to the suspected terrorist line.  When I asked why I was a suspected terrorist, she informed me that my driver’s license had expired THE DAY BEFORE.  I was forced to endure all this because of one day.  She also did not find it funny when I asked why I was a terrorist today and I was not one yesterday.  This just goes to show you the competence of the government employees that are there to keep our airplanes safe and it makes me wonder how any terrorist could ever get a bomb on a plane.

But I digress. The subject today is security now and I have to admit that I was a little relieved to read about all this new equipment and starting to feel a little safer about all the flying I was about to do.

AND THEN…………


AND THEN………………………..


And then I showed up at the airport to make one of the most important discoveries that I have ever made.  It doesn’t matter how many millions you spend on all of this fancy equipment to set out there in an airport, if you don’t use it on the ones that might be carrying the bombs.

I sat there in the security line for fifty-three minutes and watched the TSA security people as they screened people going through security to get on an airplane.  Directly in front of me was a group of fourteen MIDDLE EASTERN MEN who took off their shoes and walked through the metal detectors and then left to get on a plane.  I was stopped and told to enter this booth for the see through x-ray.  When I questioned why I had to enter the booth and be x-ray’d, I was told that they had to make sure that I was not carrying anything that could be used to make a bomb.


When I looked at the TSA guy and inquired as to why they picked me out for the x-ray booth and not ANY of the fourteen MIDDLE EASTERN MEN he replied that they were not allowed to do racial profiling.  Now to me that’s a bit like saying that they are looking for a bank robber on a busy street and they stop the guy in the suit and tie walking down the street talking on a cell phone and ignore the guy who is running as fast as he can wearing shorts, shirt and a ski mask over his face carrying a brown paper sack in one hand and a Smith & Wesson in the other hand because that would be racial profiling.


What good does all this equipment do if we are not going to use it on the most likely people to be trying to attack our country?  But this only gets worse because this racial profiling crap going to be the downfall of our country.  As we approached the boarding gate, there was another TSA agent (I use the term “agent” loosely).  This agent was going to be “RANDOMLY” checking the identification of some of the persons boarding our flight.


I stood in line and watched as this agent checked the identification of nine children under the age of ten, thirteen white women, seventeen African American women, thirty-seven white males and forty-one African American males as they boarded the plane.  I initially started keeping track to kill time and because I was angry by the actions of the agents at the security lines earlier.  However, I began making notes on this when I noticed, once again, that the FOURTEEN MIDDLE EASTERN MEN were waved on around without having their identification checked.


The moral of this story ladies and gentlemen,  our government has apparently decided that the main threat to national security and airline safety are American children under the age of ten, white men and women and black men and women.  And those MUSLIM MEN OF MIDDLE EASTERN  DESCENT who only speak Arabic, ARE THE ONLY ONE’S WHO CAN BE TRUSTED IN OUR COUNTRY.

Now don’t you feel safe?
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