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Ever since Mitch Daniels was elected governor of the state of Indiana, I have been trying to figure out exactly what he is doing.


He has been selling the state assets to foreign countries, like the Indiana Toll Road. He attempted to sell the State’s lottery to a foreign entity. He has awarded many contracts to out of state companies.


But the most confusing thing that has caught my attention is his frequent trips to the Orient in search of new jobs.  I know that the Chinese are taking over this country by controlling our economy, but it just does not compute to be flying there on a regular basis to search for jobs.


First of all, would it not make more sense to create jobs that do not exist now using good ol’ Indiana labor?  I would think it would make more sense to find Indiana business people and make it easier for them to start a business here on our own soil, than to go to Japan or China and try to get them to bring their company over here.


Secondly, when they do bring their company over here, they bring people from their country to run the business and only hire Hoosiers for the menial labor tasks and the money they make goes back to their country and does nothing to help our economy.


If the entrepreneurial pool here in Hoosierland was tapped into and given the same tax breaks that foreign countries were given, then we would have Hoosiers working and managing these businesses and the profits would stay here in Indiana to help our economy instead of being sent out of the country.


It is already nearly impossible to walk into any store and find a product that does not say made in China somewhere.  We need to change that to say made in the USA or even better, made in Indiana.


The other problem I have seen with the latest trip is that Mitch has taken fifty to one hundred business executives with him to the Orient in search of jobs.  That has got to cost a lot of tax dollars!


Then I hear that one of the companies that Mitch is going to call on to try to bring more jobs to Indiana is Cummins.


Now I don’t mean to be cynical here but the last I heard, Cummins corporate headquarters was in Columbus, INDIANA.  Does that mean that the corporate executives of Cummins were flying to China to meet with the Governor of Indiana who was flying with fifty to one hundred business executives to China to meet with the Cummins executives? Talk about circles.


Hey Mitch, I think you went the wrong way.  Why not save the taxpayers a lot of money and get in your car and go to Columbus, Indiana to meet with the Cummins corporate people.


It is really simple.  You leave your office and go to I-65 South to the Columbus exit and you can be there in less than one hour.  And you can probably do it on less than twenty dollars in gas which is a big savings in tax dollars over the cost of flying up to one hundred people to China.


The other point I would like to make is that I know that this is the land of opportunity, but shouldn’t the opportunity come first from our citizens instead of always preferring foreigners first.


It is bad enough that nearly every product we buy says made in China on it (including the American Flag).  Now we have sent all of our tech support and call centers to places like India and the Philippines.  I get daily sales calls from companies like AT&T that come from other countries.


The number one automobile company is no longer Government Motors, but is now a foreign car company (Toyota).General Electric, which owns such subsidiaries as NBC and Universal Studios (the theme parks and the movie studios) and have sent most of their jobs to other countries.


If you walk into a Subway, you will most often see that they are owned by someone from a foreign country.  The same goes for almost every convenience store and tobacco store in this country.


Yes, this is the land of opportunity and every foreigner in every foreign country has realized this.  That is primarily because we have two sets of laws in this country.  One set is for Americans and is favorable to anyone who is not American.  The other set is designed to encourage foreigners to come to this country and take advantage of our opportunities and this set is favorable to foreigners.


It is time that we level the playing field for everyone.  I am not saying we should kick out the foreigners but we should make the availability better for Hoosiers and Americans than we do for someone from a foreign country.  


I propose that we use the same guidelines for anyone who is a Hoosier or American to start a business with the same incentives and tax breaks that are given to foreign entities.


If we do that I am sure that you will see a great insurgence of new American and Hoosier owned businesses that will provide many jobs for American and Hoosiers and our economy will begin to skyrocket once again as we put our own people back to work and keep the money they make here in this country and in this state.


And Mitch, if you are still wanting to bring jobs back to American, you went the wrong way.  They went to Mexico, not China.
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