Get Out Of The Way!!!
4/22/2009

I used to think automobile drivers that came up behind another car and flashed their brights were the very rudest of all people.


I could not understand why they thought that anyone and everyone should immediately get out of their way just because they were coming through.  What gave them the right to demand the right of way?


Then I began to drive the interstate system more and I began to realize that sometimes the flashing of the brights at these people was a polite gesture.  


Most of the time these drivers were driving in the third lane (the FAST lane) and most of the time they were driving UNDER the posted speed limit.  They were always driving slower than the flow of traffic.


 The motor vehicle laws in almost all states define the left most lane of any stretch or size of road to be the PASSING lane that is to be used only for PASSING!


Why some people are determined to get in the passing lane on a three lane interstate with a posted speed limit of seventy miles per hour and drive only fifty miles per hour is a thought process that escapes me.


That is what they built the first lane for and even there it is a danger to themselves and to others.  Anyone who drives far under the speed limit is a danger to other drivers.


Those that choose to drive slow in the passing lane are defying all logic as well as the safety issues from a variety of aspects.


First of all, they are breaking the law. It is that simple, just like speeding or changing lanes without the use of a turn signal.


Secondly, they are a danger to others as they are putting others in the position of having to pass in the non- passing lanes which is not much different than weaving in and out of traffic.


Thirdly, they put themselves in danger when someone comes up behind them and politely flashes their brights which may temporarily blind them and cause them to run off the road.


Fourthly, we hear so much about road rage these days that it would almost seem that these drivers are intentionally blocking the road in order to see if they can deliberately cause some road rage.


I know that may seem like a little bit of a stretch but when flashing the brights is a polite gesture, then an impolite gesture could be something along the lines of ramming the back of the car to get the drivers attention and using the force of the collision to correct their choice of driving lane by positioning them squarely in the right most lane which would be the NON-PASSING lane. After all, that is the lane they should have been in to start with, right?


If you have helped anyone correct their driving lane choice lately, I do hope once you had them positioned in the right most lane, that you left them on their wheels and not with their wheels in the air.  Leaving them with their wheels in the air would be considered to be almost as rude as driving under the speed limit in the passing lane.


Now the only thing that is more rude than driving under the speed limit in the passing lane, is pulling out in front of another car and applying your brakes. 


The drivers who do this are saying to the driver behind them, “sorry dude but I don’t care about your safety, only the fact that I wanted over in this lane regardless of where you were or had to go to avoid collision with me”.


It would seem to me that this is an instance where other drivers should get involved and perhaps make a citizen’s arrest. Perhaps you could take the driver into custody and drag them off to the nearest jail to turn them over to the sheriff to deal with.


Probably, however, you would remember on the way there that there is a serious case of jail overcrowding and perhaps you don’t want to overload the system anymore.  In that case, you would probably be inclined to take them to the nearest bridge and tie them to a bridge abutment with a firm promise that you would come release them in the morning when their sentence was commuted.


As for me, I was not quite ready to finish this column since I am writing it while I am driving down the road with my daily cup of coffee.  These new cell phones are great and I have found that I can make better use of my time by writing this column on the text messaging of my cell phone to my computer at the office. 


I must end here though because this guy behind me was flashing his brights and then floored his car to fly around and then put his left turn signal on and stopped in front of me.  I noticed that as he passed he was shouting something (get on with a great day, I think) and then he politely wave at me with the only finger he had.  

But since he stopped me to turn left, I think I better go have a chat with him.
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