Drunken Driving Arrest Is Nightmare For Politicians Too!
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As you can imagine, any time there is an employee of any company that commits a crime, it leads to nightmares for the company and its leaders as well as the employee.

Part of the nightmare is dealing with an “I want it now” public.  When the employee works for a public agency, this nightmare heats up a few notches and draws politicians into the nightmare as well.


Take the recent case of the Indianapolis Metropolitan Police Department officer David Bisard, who was arrested for drunk driving after hitting a group of motorcyclists and killing one while injuring two others.  The sad part of this case is that officer Bisard was on duty and responding to a call at the time of the crash.


On the surface, this seems like a slam dunk case, with a blood alcohol content that was more than twice the legal limit.  The alleged offender would be taken into custody and thrown into jail until able to post bail.  The there would be the accident investigation.


This case has been bungled from the beginning and makes an excellent case for having the Marion County Sheriff’s Department be separate from the Indianapolis Police Department.  There is no way that IMPD should have EVER been investigating this case.  Since there is no independent Sheriff’s Department any longer, the Supervisor should have called in the Indiana State Police the moment they were made aware that one of their own was involved.

Instead, they decided to create a nightmare for the politicians and investigate themselves which immediately gave the public the appearance of a cover-up.


The police chief, Paul Ciesielski has said that he was “shocked, disappointed and, quite frankly, pretty darn angry that this would happen” This is his team. Not some group of people that are being investigated that were unknown before the covering up began.  Supervisors, who serve at the pleasure of the chief, were the main sources of the cover-up of Officer Bisard’s questionable actions at the scene.


When the Chief learned that these supervisors did not call in the Indiana State Police to investigate, that they removed evidence from the scene, and that they apparently intentionally botched the blood test of Officer Bisard, and required a blood test of a witness who dared to question their actions, instead of being disappointed, he should have placed everyone involved on suspension without pay pending an investigation.

When Public Safety Director Frank Straub learned of this situation and determined that the Chief had not suspended these employees, he should have suspended the Police Chief without pay pending investigation.


Instead, they decided the proper thing to do was to carry on as normal and pretend nothing out of the ordinary had happened.


Then the politicians were brought into the mess as the public outrage began.  Greg Ballard, Mayor of Indianapolis and Mitch Daniels, Governor of the State of Indiana both received letters from members of the family.


While this is certainly understandable it is also premature.  The Mayor of Indianapolis is the one who appointed the Police Chief and by all means he has the right to fire him.  I believe that is exactly what he should do.  But what we cannot lose sight of is the fact that before anything happens, there needs to be an investigation.  The Mayor can fire the Police Chief but not the policemen.  Not even David Bisard even though he was over twice the legal limit when he killed someone with his car.  No policeman can be fired without first receiving a hearing before the Police Merit Board which is made up mostly of civilians specifically for this purpose.  Unless and until they recommend a policeman be fired, they cannot lose their job.

While the letters to the Governor are also understandable, calling for the Governor to get involved in a case involving a city in the state is like calling for the President of the United States to get involved in the day to day operations of our state.  Believe you me; we do not want that to happen!


Governor Daniels may get involved at some point if the IMPD decides to have the Indiana State Police investigate this drunken driving cover-up.  That would at least put it somewhat on a state level.


Until that happens, someone needs to investigate who screwed up, covered up and botched up this drunk driving case and determine what punishments need to be recommended.  Then the Police Chief needs to act upon those recommendations with discipline and firings as appropriate.  Hopefully in the meantime, the Mayor will see and understand that the Police Chief and the Public Safety Director BOTH need to be replaced in order to restore confidence in the IMPD and to be able to assure to the public that our interests are being protected as a whole, whether we wear a uniform or not.  


A new Police Chief and Public Safety Director are the only way that the citizens of Indianapolis can rest assured that this investigation will be completed properly and the only way that the public will be satisfied
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