Does Your Daughter Want A Princess Wedding?
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When my daughter was just a little girl she used to tell me that she wanted to grow up and get married to a prince and have a princess wedding.  I always thought that this was cute until all the hype started about the wedding of Prince William and Princess to be Kate. Then I realized what a nightmare a princess wedding would be and I would never want to traumatize my child or doom her wedding with such a glorious nightmare.


Look at the glorious wedding of Prince Charles and Princess Diana.  This was a marriage that was doomed from the beginning.  From worldwide television coverage to a wedding gown with a twenty-five foot train and eleven train maidens to carry the train, to the wedding parade through London.  How was the marriage ever supposed to live up to that kind of standard.


I hope that Kate and William have better luck that Charles and Diana.  I hope that Kate never ends up in a divorce from Prince William because we have all seen how that ended up and the controversy surrounding Diana’s death.


Most of the weddings I have been to usually lasted around an hour for the reception and was followed by the wedding reception which usually lasts three to five hours.  None of those were Royal Weddings.  I can’t remember the last wedding that I went to that had more than one official videographer in attendance. I know that weddings usually have a timetable that is loosely adhered to, such as “We’re getting married at eleven so make sure you are there no later than ten fifty-five” but I do not remember any where there was a precise schedule that was ironclad, detailed and covered such a long time.


The Royal Wedding schedule contains some items that I would never have thought to add. My schedule would be something like “wedding at eleven, doors open at ten-thirty, reception following”.  I mean what more do you need to know?  Wedding Royal Planners, though, have to earn their pay for the outrageous amount of money they charge.  So their schedule for an eleven o’clock wedding includes items such as “eight-fifteen to nine forty-five: the general congregation will arrive at the Great North Door of Westminster Abbey.  Now this presents two questions. First, what is so special about this door that makes it the GREAT North Door?  Second, are these people so snobbish that they think they are important enough to require people to be in their seats a minimum of one hour fifteen minutes before the wedding starts?  And these are the people considered to be the unimportant people, kind of like peons or non-essential government employees.  I know this because from nine fifty to ten fifteen is when the distinguished guests arrive.

The bridegroom and best man (Prince Harry) leave Clarence House at ten ten and arrive at Westminster Abbey precisely at ten fifteen.  I sure hope they don’t have a flat tire on the way and that Prince Harry remembered to gas up the car the night before.  


Then there is the pecking order for the families.  Mere members of the Royal Family arrive at ten twenty. The parents of the Bride arrive at ten twenty seven. The Duke of York, Princess Beatrice of York, Princess Eugenie of York, the Earl and Countess of Wessex and the Princess Royal and Vice Admiral Timothy Laurence arrive at ten forty.  The Prince of Wales and the Duchess of Cornwall arrive at ten forty-two. The Queen and Duke of Edinburgh arrive at ten forty five. The bridesmaids and Pages arrive at ten fifty-five and the Bride arrives at ten fifty-nine.  Talk about cutting it close.  At what time do they all get together to synchronize their watches?


After the wedding is the carriage ride to Buckingham Palace for the reception.  Now for the important information that most of us will need to know.  At one twenty-five on Big Ben is when the Queen  and the Bride and Bridegroom will appear on the Balcony with their families for the purpose of giving us one of those famous hand waves.  This will be followed at one thirty with a Fly Past by the Royal Air Force and Battle of Britain Memorial Flight.

Those invited to the Royal Wedding include a diverse group of people from around the world.  Nineteen hundred have been invited to the Royal Wedding.  The decisions on the invitations were made by the couple jointly along with members of their families. (Yes, you have to invite Aunt Bertha)  From the looks of the Official Guest List, they have invited the leader of every foreign country in the Western Hemisphere except for the President of the United States.  What does that say about their closest ally?  I have not found an invitation for anyone in the current administration.


Then there are the members of the media.  I have heard about very little on the Today show for the last month.  It is like all news stopped a month ago because there is a wedding coming up.  Meredith Viera has been there two or three times for days on end.  She is there for a week before the wedding going over the preparations in gruesome detail and reporting on every little miniscule detail and then flourishing us with many other items that most of us could care less about.  Items such as what hat Meredith will wear to the wedding.  Who cares!

I have to say that I received my invitation as a member of the media several months ago but I try to avoid weddings like the plague.  I think they are boring and would much rather be doing something more pleasant like pulling out my fingernails.  Even though this is the wedding to end all weddings I have many better things to waste my time on than contributing to the dooming of a marriage.


I was, however, excited to find out that I was invited to this Royal Wedding, a spectacle to end all spectacles, the event of the century, the grandest party of a lifetime, while hearing that the President of the United States was not invited.  It is nice to know where you stand in the pecking order. 
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