Click It or Ticket Campaign Successful
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The Governor’s Council on Impaired & Dangerous Driving today announced that 17,736 citations were issued to unrestrained motorists during the statewide Click It or Ticket seat belt mobilization conducted May 15 – May 31.  More than 250 law enforcement agencies participated in this enforcement effort designed to increase seat belt usage across the state.


During the two-week mobilization, 3,426 seat belt patrols were conducted by law enforcement agencies statewide. These patrols usually consist of four man teams setting up to combat the heinous crime of driving without a seatbelt.


This means that there were approximately 13,704 police officers that were pulled in from investigating crimes like murder, rape burglary, theft, and armed robbery, in order to have them stand on the side of the road and eyeball each car or truck that drove by so they could identify which ones had a criminal in them.


13,704 police officers for an average of four hours for each patrol. That means there were approximately 54,816 man-hours wasted by standing on the side of the road instead of out patrolling or investigating real crime.


This is the reason we constantly hear police chief’s sheriffs and mayor’s screaming about the need for more officers.  They need more people to stand on the side of the road looking for the seat belt criminals.


I am confused as to where they get the constitutional right to pass a law that restricts your or my freedom for no logical reason, but then we quit paying attention to the constitution a long time ago.


I do not believe there is any constitutional foundation that supports passing a law that says I must restrain myself in order to protect myself.  


I believe that everyone has the right to wear a seatbelt and I applaud those who do, but for the government to force me to wear a seatbelt is just something that goes beyond freedom that is guaranteed by the constitution.


This whole matter is something that I believe is violation of my civil rights as well as yours.  It is the type of thing that the ACLU should be fighting according to their charter.  I have wondered for years why they do not fight these types of laws limiting or eliminating our freedom.  I am sure it is because they are too busy fighting those causes for men who want to be women, or to get real criminals more rights that their victims, or fighting for some promiscuous women to have the right to commit murder (abortion) because she wanted to have a little fun, or most of all, fighting to keep God out of our schools, government, courts, cafeteria or anywhere else He may be needed.


With all that fighting, the ACLU just doesn’t have the time to fight a battle over something as inconsequential as taking away our freedoms.


And as for Mitch Daniels Council on Impaired & Dangerous Driving, I used to applaud this council when it was doing what it was supposed to do.  The council is supposed to be out there keeping drunk or impaired drivers off the streets.  We all know that there is no money in that, however, so they must have had to branch out into others.


I have always claimed that the seatbelt laws were just another tax with a different name so people would not realize it was a tax.  Hence, instead of calling it the seat belt tax, let’s make it a seatbelt law and make people feel as though they did something wrong before we collect the tax and they won’t protest as much.


As proof of this, during the click it or ticket campaign, the Mitch Daniels Council on Impaired & Dangerous Driving announced that it issued 17,736 seatbelt tickets at a tax of twenty-five dollars each.  This means the state collected a total of four hundred forty-three thousand four hundred dollars ($443,400) in new and unexpected tax revenue in fifteen days.


During that time, we are paying $25,720 PER DAY to keep the Indiana Legislature in session to pass a budget.  At that rate, the seatbelt tax collected will keep the Indiana Legislature in session for seventeen days. That is almost the same time period used to collect the seatbelt tax.  Anyone see a correlation here?


It is time that the public stood up to protest and take a stand on the elimination of our rights.  


As long as we allow the government to take away our freedoms and tell us that we are going to pay higher and higher taxes for fewer rights, they are going to do it.


As long as we allow the government to pass more and new taxes, they are going to do it.  They have become just like the banks in this country or like Chrysler or Government Motors (GM).  When they spend recklessly and run themselves bankrupt, they turn to the taxpayers and expect us to go bankrupt to keep them flowing with money to pay ridiculous bonuses and payouts at our expenses.


Bernie Madoff received 150 years in jail for this type of behavior. We need to stand up and put a stop to this today.


We need to form groups that fight these seatbelt tickets to the Supreme Court.  I firmly believe that the seatbelt law would be overturned at that level.


Then we need to start electing political leaders that have some moral integrity.  We need to start electing political leaders that have the guts to stand up and say no.  We need to start electing political leaders that do not have affairs behind the backs of their wives, so they cannot be blackmailed into voting for law of the private interest groups.


And most important, we need to start electing political leaders who will live up to the words of our founding father Patrick Henry who said “It cannot be emphasized too strongly or too often that this great nation was founded not by religionists but by Christians, not on religions but on the Gospel of Jesus Christ’


AMEN


© 2009, Greenwood Newspapers, Inc.
