Charter Schools, The Arch Enemy Of Public Schools
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I read last week in a press release from the United States Department of Education that the Indiana House of Representatives had passed a bill to put a moratorium on new charter schools in Indiana.


Fortunately for all of us this bill ultimately failed.  Indiana has some of the best schools in the country so why would anyone want to put a stop to them?


I think I may have stumbled across the answer.  Despite making up less than 2 percent of all public schools in the state, public charter schools comprised 22 percent of the top 100 most-improved schools in Indiana, according to the Public Law 221 Category Placement report released this week by the Indiana Department of Education. 


In fact, five of the top 10 most improved schools in this report were public charter schools.


Public Law 221 is Indiana’s comprehensive accountability system for K-12 education. Passed by the Indiana General Assembly in 1999 prior to the federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, the law aims to establish major educational reform and accountability statewide.

As a whole, the level of charter-school improvement outpaced non-charters. The average improvement among all charter schools was 6.5 percent compared to the average non-charter school improvement of 0.4 percent.


Why would anyone want to put a stop to school that are improving at a rate of seventeen times more than the government run public school system?


The lead proponent and backer of moratoriums on the charter schools in Indiana seems to be to Superintendent of the Indianapolis Public School System, Dr. Eugene White.


Now in some ways this makes sense to me. The leader of the worst public school system in Indiana wants to stop any more of the better charter schools from opening in his area.


I kinda get the sense that the charter schools are kicking his butt and making him look bad.  If that is the problem, then maybe the smart thing would be to look at what the charter schools are doing and try to adopt some of their ideas into the public school systems.


Denying the opening of new charter schools is the equivalent of barring a new car that gets one hundred miles to the gallon from being produced because it makes the other car manufacturers look bad.


Competition has always been the core of America and today it seems that the government wants to stop competition.  This is not only in business areas but has also reached down into our school systems.


Public schools are more and more turning to outcome based education.  This is the system where teachers do not give out grades for work performed because a “D” or “F” would make little Johnnie or Suzie feel bad.  So they give the kids pass or fail.  This eliminates the competition amongst our children.


The end result of this type of grading system is the “dumbing down” of our children.  They do not have that “A” to work for so why bother working harder to get the same grade that the other kid gets who does no homework and never makes an attempt to do more than the bare minimum required to get by?


Public charter schools have consistently done a good job accomplishing growth in student learning over time and any attempt to stop opening them should be met by a wall of parents and taxpayers who are not afraid to stand up and shout.  


Charter schools spend their money more wisely than government school and they are run like a business instead of an entitlement program.


Charter schools take pride in the education that they give to their students, not in the rank of their football team.


When was the last time you heard of a charter school laying off teachers or taking away benefits from their employees while installing a million dollar astro turf football field?


This complete and total waste of tax dollars has got to stop and it has to stop soon or we are going to end up a country that is hurting worse than we are now.


The time has come for all Americans to stand up and tell our government officials that we elect them, they work for us, and if they don’t start acting like it, then we are going to throw them out of office.


Then we need to do it!  And we need to keep doing it until we find leaders that are willing to lead the way we want them to.  Our leaders should want America to be the best in the world. They should want our children to have the best education in the world.


Shame on Dr. Eugene White for wanting to place a moratorium on the opening of new schools because they make him look bad.


If Dr. Eugene White was smart about running the Indianapolis Public Schools, he would be applying to open charter schools in his district and closing the schools that do not teach our children.


He would be turning our public schools into public charter schools.  Maybe he would even be changing the name of the school district to the Indianapolis Public Charter School System.


Whatever it is Dr. White, take note that the charter schools are kicking your butt and we are not going to stop them from opening.



After all, someone has to teach our children.
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