Center Grove Schools Set Perfect Example
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Well, the election is over and the votes are all counted and everything is settled.  Well, not quite.  

The referendum for the Center Grove School Corporation to receive and several year tax hikes was voted down by the taxpayers who are tired of being forced to pay for a life of luxury for a school system with a tax and spend mentality.


The time has come for taxpayers to take control of their money and stop all the nonsense spending and on Election Day the voters started that process by denying Center Grove Schools a major tax hike.  Now the voters and citizens in the school district need to pay attention to how the incoming school board decides to spend the money they do have and what cutbacks they decide to implement.

Here are some suggestions that should be looked at.  Most importantly, the first item the school board needs to address is to make sure that no teaching positions are cut.  Schools are in the business of teaching our children and that should be the most important on the agenda.


School system administrators across Indiana are paid high salaries to run our schools and most of them are top heavy and need to be trimmed.  Center Grove has a new incoming school board so instead of trimming positions in the first year, how about having everyone in the school administration take a fifteen percent pay cut to help their school.  As part of this program, how about we also have an agreement to only pay one person for a position and stop paying administrators exorbitant salaries to NOT work.


I do not advocate doing away with the sports program as has been suggested but I do think there need to be cuts across the board.  Much like the music departments that have band and choir programs that support the music program because the school system will not, the same should go for the sports program.  Let each sport start a sports parent club to raise money through fundraisers and donations for their sport and let each support be on its own.  Gate receipts from all sports should be put into a pot and dived equally across all sports to help with the slack of the lighter attended sports.

These are some useful ideas that could be used to learn to survive without always trying to mandate the taxpayers to pick the bill for some of the luxury items that are touted by the school system.


But one of the most important lessons that I feel was presented in the Election Day vote against the referendum is that education is important but it needs to be a balanced education, not a one-sided education.  I see no problem at all with using the referendum as a teaching point in classes about how our government and our system work.  But to use the referendum to teach our children that there is only one side to a story is wrong.  If teachers are going to present the referendum as a good thing for everyone, then they must also allow someone with an opposing viewpoint to come in an give the other side of the story so the students are taught the true way our system of government works.


As for that perfect example that was set.  Well, it seems that the committee for the Center Grove referendum spent more money that it took in and apparently will stick the taxpayers with the bill for promoting something they did not want and voted down.  The committee paid up front for all of its signage and campaign materials but the school system itself hired not one, but two firms to assist the committee with the campaign.  

Now since the committee did not raise enough funds to pay these two firms, the school system will have to foot the bill.  I believe that would violate some campaign law but if it doesn’t, it should.  The taxpayer funded schools should not be spending taxpayer money on a campaign for taxpayer to give them more money.  If that is legal, then the school system should be donating the same amount to a committee to campaign the referendum.  All in all though, the school system should ask for the tax hike and then stay out of it.  This is taxpayer money we are talking about and taxpayers should not have to pay taxes to be hounded to pay more taxes.


This wastefulness is the exact reason that taxpayers are so reluctant to give the school system more money.  


It is time for the incoming school board to step up to the plate and take the reins of this school corporation and stop the wastefulness and streamline spending.  Show the taxpayers that you are using THEIR money wisely and then if you find that you are still facing a shortfall, come back and ask for help again.  


My bet is that if you are spending WISELY, and need more dollars to TEACH our children, the voters will listen.


Oh one other thing, WE THE VOTERS do not respond well to threats, so next time, leave the threats of cutting teachers, nurses, janitors, public relations persons, teaching assistants and cafeteria workers out of the mix.  The voters noticed LOUD AND CLEAR that there were no major sports coaches in that were facing cuts in the campaign threats.

Now let’s all work together and teach our children well.
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