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Have you ever wondered what would happen to all those helpless souls that we give our money to in the form of government assistance if the money just stopped?  Would they really starve to death?  Would they really become homeless?  Would they cease to exist?  Would they all move to another country?

I have wondered this recently because I get mixed signals depending on who you are listening to at the time.  I am sure that some of the people who live on government assistance are there because they really need to be and for those people I have no problem with.  But to listen to government officials, especially those in the Obama administration, none of these people can survive without my hard earned income and they need a larger portion each and every year.

There are many who live on government assistance that are there because they just simply want to be.  Those are the ones that are easy to spot and the ones who irk the most sane of us all.  Here are a few examples of what I am talking about.


I love the ones who spend the entire year talking about how broke they are and can’t afford food so they need food stamps, can’t afford the rent so they need assistance from the township trustee, can’t afford a doctor so they need Medicaid.

So now it is tax time and they go to a store front tax firm and pay upwards of two hundred dollars to have their taxes done immediately and get the instant tax return loan that is offered so they can a huge cash assistance with the UNEARNED INCOME CREDIT.  Depending on how many children they have, they can get upwards of six thousand dollars that you and I have paid in to the government.

Now I might not have a problem with that if I knew that they would take this huge cash windfall and use it wisely but we all know that it is not their money and therefore they will take it and blow it within a couple of weeks.  You would assume that people that are so broke and without enough income to feed their kids and pay the rent would use this money to buy food and pay the rent.  Maybe even buy a small healthcare plan to help with the medical care they will need.

Of course not!  That is what food stamps, township trustees and Medicaid are for.  This is other people’s money we are talking about.  


The other day, as I was buying a pair of generic jeans for thirteen dollars, I was in line behind a woman at a big box store who bought two grocery cart loads of groceries.  She must have had twenty candy bars, several cases of name brand soda, at least fifteen boxes of name brand cereal, and most of the rest of the groceries were microwaveable food.   Don’t these people cook at all?  And she paid for all these groceries with an EBT food stamp card.  (You know, that is the card the government puts the food stamp money on so they won’t be embarrassed by having people know they are using government assistance).  


After the groceries were rung on the cash register, she started emptying the rest of the items on the conveyor proudly proclaiming very loudly that she could do a little clothes shopping because she just got her tax refund today.  As I watched, the cashier rang up three pair of jeans that were forty-nine dollars each, a one hundred and thirty-five dollar pair of athletic shoes, a reasonably priced purse priced at forty-two dollars, a fifty-nine dollar watch and a beautiful new ring that was on sale for three hundred and eighty-five dollars.  Oh and I almost forgot, there were also two cartons of Marlboro brand cigarettes at almost fifty dollars each.

The cashier had almost the exact same look of disgust that I had but knew that she could not comment because she needed her job in order to keep supporting this lady with her tax dollars.  As this woman was paying, her Blackberry curve rang and she answered and spoke to someone who was obviously near and dear and made plans to take the whole family to a local, expensive Japanese restaurant for dinner that evening.

I also noticed that while she wore the finest names in the fashion industry, her three children were all dressed in ripped jeans and t-shirts that were filthy and I also noticed that none of her tax refund was buying any clothes for these children.


I am sure that the thousands that this woman received from her tax refund will be gone in a week or two and she will be right back to where she was crying to anyone who will listen that she can’t pay the rent, and can’t afford food and that the children are costing so much to feed and clothe.

Where does it all stop?  Very few people will ever get a job and work to support themselves and their families when the government is standing there handing them everything they WANT (not need) with someone else’s money.  Why would they.  Another thought is maybe when someone applies for government assistance, they should be required to go to a special school where the government teaches them a few of life’s necessities.  Things like how to cook on a stove for your family instead of feeding them high priced microwave meals that don’t require missing your soap operas.  Or maybe the value of generic brands over name brands.  Actually, I think the government should block food stamps from being used to purchase brand names kind of like the insurance requires us to get generic prescription medicine.

Probably the biggest pet peeves that I have is that anyone on government assistance should NEVER have a cell phone, especially one of the most expensive ones available and they should quit smoking, or at least smoke a generic brand, and save their money for more important items.  I smoked for many years before I got smart and quit.  When I did smoke, it was always a generic brand because I had to work for my money and could not afford the name brand.

We hear in our churches and we read in our Bibles that we are supposed to help those that are less fortunate than us and my wife and I try to do that whenever we can.  Somehow I don’t think this is what God had in mind.  People like this are the ones who give a bad name to government assistance and cause those of us who are hard working to resent having to give our dollars to the government for assistance programs.

I know that a lot of politicians like the assistance programs because it gets them a lot of votes from those who are sitting on their butts collecting the money.  They need to learn that it would be much better if the government taught these people how to support themselves and their families and then forced them to do it.  Then there would be more tax money coming in and a lot less going out.  And what was going out could go to those who are truly needy.  

The time for change has come.  I might recommend that we just throw all of the politicians out of office and start all over.  A few guidelines we could use to find good leaders are to look for Godly men and women who believe in the principles that this country was founded on, Those who believe in the value of a hard earned dollar and are compassionate to those who truly need help but strong enough to say NO! to those who don’t and maybe it would be a good idea to disqualify all lawyers.

Next week we will see about disability income.
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