Black Friday
11/26/2008
It is the day after Thanksgiving at 5:00 am.  People are lined up outside every store in town with coffee cups, walkie talkies and numerous other items to begin the annual ritual that has become known throughout the land as “Black Friday” or the start of the Christmas sales.  My question is if I can buy that 32”plasma TV for $797 from 5:00 am until 11:00 am, why can’t I buy it for $797 at noon, or 1:00 or 8:00pm or Saturday or December 14th.  If the store can sell it for $797 during certain times, doesn’t that mean that they are overcharging me the other times or days?  I know that I would be more loyal to a store that charged me the lowest possible price they could ALL the time and would probably have no need to shop at their competitors because I would know that I was getting the best price every time.  I would have a great appreciation for a store that guaranteed me that I could come in at my convenience and get whatever I needed at the best price without having to get out of bed at 4:00 am and fight the ungodly crowds of people pushing and people shoving to get the chance at a one time savings.  But I guess that goes along with the changing times.  Christmas (known as winter solstice to Target shoppers) has become a season of greed.  The only question anyone seems to have is what will I get.  Most people do not seem to realize or acknowledge the true meaning of Christmas anymore.  At a recent family gathering, I suggested not buying gifts but taking the money that would be spent on gifts and going as a family and spending that money to help Habitat for Humanity build a house for someone truly in need.  I was shocked at the resistance I met.  The almost unanimous reaction was I can’t not buy gifts but I will make a small donation to Habitat for Humanity too.  Where has the true meaning of Christmas gone?  Remember Christmas begins with Christ.  Let’s keep him in there as the reason for the season, not as a reason to climb out of bed at 4:00 am to get a deal on a TV.
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