Arizona Shooting Brings Out Media Slime
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Why is it that every time a tragedy happens in this country, the big mouth talking heads are on television within minutes blabbing about things they know nothing about?

Immediately after the tragic shooting of Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords, the talking heads were on interrupting national television programming and proclaiming Representative Giffords had been killed in the shooting.  None of the national news networks believe in fact checking or verifying their tips apparently because Gabrielle Giffords has survived the shooting and is recovering in a Tucson Hospital.  Her office should have released a statement from the congresswoman that she stated that reports of her death were exaggerated by the press.  

With sloppy reporting such as this, it is no wonder that no one has faith in the media anymore.  This unfortunate gaff was followed by the media calls for new stronger gun control laws and a further restriction of the rights of all Americans in order to prevent this from happening again.


To these arguments I have only one response.  BOLOGNA!!!!


What needs to happen in order to prevent this type of tragedy from happening again is not tougher gun control laws but just the proper enforcement of the laws already on the books.  

While the gunman in this instance used a gun that was bought legally, this is the exception rather than the norm.  Most gun crimes are carried out with a gun that was obtained illegally.  Thus a tougher gun law would not have stopped it.


Also, how about we look at it from another angle.  Six people were killed and twenty others injured at last report.  What if, instead of telling citizens it is wrong to allow them to have guns, the government encouraged everyone who was not a convicted felon to carry a gun.  How many guns under those conditions would have been in that Safeway parking lot to stop the shooter before he could get off that many shots?  The outcome might have been only one shot fired by the shooter and one dead shooter saving countless lives and saving the state of Arizona a tremendous amount of money for the prosecution and storage of this criminal.


I have seen reports of classmates who have reported the unorthodox behavior of gunman Jared Loughner in class to authorities and their fear because nothing was done.  One woman said she always sat in the back of the classroom because she was afraid he was going to bring a gun to class and start shooting and she always made sure to be in the back of the classroom near the door so she could run when it happened.  No student should ever have to go to class feeling this way but more importantly; this behavior was reported to the authorities and ignored.


In spite of these reports, the FBI cleared Jared Loughner for the purchase of a handgun this past November, which just proves the point that FBI background checks do not work as we have been told.  I am sure however that if the FBI had denied the purchase of the handgun, Mr. Loughner would have simply bought one on the street illegally.

Because the target of this shooting rampage was a politician, the mainstream media immediately went on the expected tirade of blaming Rush Limbaugh, Glenn Beck and Sarah Palin saying that the reason this man opened fire on Representative was because of the political speech in this country by the vast right wing conspiracy.  Those close to Jared Loughner have made it clear that this was a very disturbed man who did not believe in much of the so called right wing politics but had a fascination with drugs, math and grammar.  His 2007 question of Congresswoman Giffords at a town hall meeting similar to this one was , Do you know what words mean.  She answered in a few Spanish phrases apparently not understanding what he was asking.


So knowing this, why is it always immediate that the mainstream media is always right there to immediately jump on the backs of Limbaugh, Beck and Palin and blame them for everything that is wrong in the world?


Tougher gun laws will never prevent a tragedy like this from occurring.  Encouraging everyone to carry a gun might.  Imagine what might have happened if this man walked into that Safeway parking lot and saw that ninety percent of the people attending this gathering were carrying a gun.  He might have just turned around and left.  But even if he didn’t, it is pretty much guaranteed that he would not have been able to fire as many shots as he did.
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