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This past Sunday was Independence Day.  I wondered what that meant to Americans these days.  I thought about this a lot.

Independence Day used to be a celebration of the day we declared our independence from tyranny and religious persecution by a very controlling government.  A government that told us what religion we had to believe in and when we could pray.

Then a few good men got together and decided they wanted a better life with the freedom to practice whatever religion they wanted and the right to pray whenever they wanted.  They wanted freedom from government tyranny and the right to be free to pursue life, liberty and happiness.  I am sure they would have wanted the freedom to choose whether or not to wear a seatbelt if they had been invented!


So these men got on ships with nothing but their few belongings and they sailed across the ocean to a new world.  They landed in a new world where the only inhabitants were American Indians.  No, they were not Native Americans yet.  These men, with names like Franklin, Jefferson, Hancock, Adams and Revere were excellent negotiators for they traded the Americans a trunk load of worthless for their land.  What an excellent investment for land that now is home to such items as the Liberty Bell and Rockefeller Center.

These great men were loaded with courage and honor and ambition.  They started colonies and began raising their families and started industry and farming.  Then the King of England reminded them that they were still British citizens and demanded that they pay taxes to a government that was doing nothing for them.  The King said he wanted to take the taxes from them and distribute those taxes among the less fortunate people in England.  I think he really wanted it for himself.  The more money he had the less he had to work.


These great men said we worked hard for our money and we want to keep it.  The King said I don’t care and quit talking about it and pay up.  He said “you do not have the right to speak out against the King” This King kinda sounds familiar, huh.  I wonder if he was born in Kenya where I am told all great earthly kings come from.


So over the course of these events, these great pioneers decided that they wanted their independence from the King of England and on July fourth, seventeen seventy-six they created a document to the King of England declaring that they were no longer British citizens and were now their own country called America.  That is why Independence Day is always on the fourth of July.


Needless to say, the King was one very unhappy camper when he received the document.  He was one of those types that really likes to be in complete control and never have anyone question his authority.  He read the Declaration of Independence and saw that the new country of America was going to have freedom of religion and he laughed.  He said “that will never work; sooner or later the Muslims and the Atheists will come in and take that away.

He read where the new country was going to allow freedom of speech and he laughed and said “that will never work because as soon as they get a government to run the place, they will not allow anyone to speak out against them”. So he began to feel better.


Then he saw the part about freedom of the Press and he rolled on the floor in laughter and said “they really think that when people start writing letters to the editor complaining about their leaders, they are going to allow that”.  And he sighed a huge sigh of relief.


Then he read the part about how the new settlers were going to be able to work hard and to keep most of what they earned and that taxes would be kept very low and he stuttered and stammered and said to his generals “Are they nuts, send the troops over to knock some sense into these guys and collect my taxes.  And bring me a glass of tea.”


So the troops crossed the Atlantic Ocean (no ports in Los Angeles in that day).  They got off their ships and into formation and began to march into the towns to show these people that you do not fool with the government.  But they did not see anyone and they said “this is no fair, they are hiding in the bushes and behind trees and we have to stay in this silly formation”.  And then the gunfire began.  Little did the King’s men know that a man named Revere had ridden through the streets without his seatbelt on and shouted for all to hear, “The British are coming”.  That is how they knew it was time to hide.

So the battle began and as we all know from the history books that are no longer taught in public schools, all the Kings horses and all the Kings men fell and the war was over.


We Won.


So America was born and someone shouted “Let’s sell fireworks so all the people may barbeque and spend their money on fireworks and shoot themselves in the foot with bottle rockets”.


Then these great thinkers that fought the battles created a great document called the constitution and proclaimed that all men were created equal and all would have Free Speech (occasionally in English) and Freedom of the Press (until Al Gore invents the Internet) and Freedom of Religion (not from Religion) until Madelyn Murray O'Hair, the founder of American Atheists, Inc. comes along.  And these awesome men said that the American people were to be allowed to work hard and expend their efforts to earn money and that the government would only take a small portion to run a very small government that was for the people not against them.

The this guy named Bill Clinton said “depends on how you define the word “is”.” And that phrase allowed the government to realize that our taxes would always be a small portion of our income, it just depends on how you define the word “small”.


So to wrap up this history lesson that is no longer taught in schools because it teaches children about how a few good men started a strong CHRISTIAN nation that eventually allowed it’s government to once again become tyrannical and refuse to allow religious freedom for Christians and refuses to allow free speech for Christians and now only allows freedoms and rights for certain groups of citizens like Homosexuals, Abortion Murderers, Muslims and Illegal Aliens.


So I hope you all had fun as you watched the fireworks and enjoyed the barbeques.  I know I got my seat for the fireworks and fastened my seatbelt for a great show.  I also hope that you thought about the reason for the shows and barbeques and maybe like me, you are wondering if we need to find a few great men to be fed up with the “King” of America and change the date of Independence Day.


Remember in November.  We Vote!
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