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Once upon a time there was a great man who turned his life over to Jesus and became one of the greatest and respected preachers of all time.  The Reverend Billy Graham became a household name and filled arenas, stadiums and concert halls across America.  He has visited the White House to pray with and counsel every President of the United States since Harry Truman and is number seven on the Gallup’s List of Admired People for the twentieth century.  Reverend Graham has preached in person to more people around the world than any other preacher in history.
 When the Reverend Billy Graham raised his son, Franklin Graham, he instilled in him the same morals and ethics and trained him to take over his ministry when the time came.  In 2005, William Franklin Graham III, better known as Franklin Graham, assumed the ministry as his father retired to his mountainside log cabin in Montreat, North Carolina.
Continuing in His father’s footsteps, the Reverend Franklin Graham continued the ministry of preaching to millions around the world and visiting the White House to pay with and counsel President’s and world leaders.  Franklin Graham has never turned down an invitation or refused to meet any world leader from any country or any religion.

When invited by the Military to pray at the Pentagon on the National Day of Prayer on May sixth of this year, he gladly and enthusiastically accepted as had his father in the years before him.  What a glorious opportunity to pray for our country on the National Day of Prayer at one of the greatest symbols of the strength of our country. 


Sadly, however, the military under the current administration leadership has disinvited Reverend Graham and told him he is not welcome to pray at the Pentagon.  Rev. Franklin Graham was bounced from the opportunity to pray at the Pentagon on the National Day of Prayer because he once called Islam "an evil and wicked" religion, and because he wants Muslims to know that Jesus Christ died for their sins. He refused to back down, even in the face of this blatant anti-Christian discrimination, saying that Muslims are in fact "enslaved" by their religion.


The military dumped Reverend Graham because, according to spokesman Col. Tom Collins, "We're an all-inclusive military."  Apparently the inclusiveness of the military does not extend to those who speak the truth about Islam.  It apparently counts for nothing that Graham's charitable organization, Samaritan's Purse, has delivered compassionate care in the name of Jesus to millions of Muslim children around the world for decades.


Graham's description of Islam is certainly supported by some inconvenient truths that our culture seems determined to ignore.  Among these are the fact that Devout Muslims have a sacred responsibility, according to the command of Allah through his prophet Muhammad, to "slay the idolaters wherever you find them (Sura 9:5)." Over 100 verses in the Koran call for the death of infidel Christians and Jews. We have seen the tragic fruit of this ideology both on 9/11 and at Fort Hood. Islam is not, in fact, a religion of peace but of violence, death and war.


Another inconvenient truth is that Islam, through the example of Muhammad, sanctions the marriage of girls who are but children. Muhammad himself began having sex with his youngest wife Aisha when she was just nine years old (Bukhari, Vol. 8). Just last week, a 12-year-old girl in Saudi Arabia went to court to divorce her 80-year-old husband. In the West, these are acts of pedophilia and utterly at odds with the Christian principle that the sexual purity of young females is to be protected until they are mature enough to voluntarily and freely enter into marriage.

Against the teachings of Jesus, Under the Muslim religion, Christians are granted only second class status under Islam, and are given only three choices where Islam reigns: conversion, submission or death. Conversion from Islam to Christianity remains a capital offense in many Muslim countries. In supposedly free Egypt, Coptic Christians are even today routinely harassed, persecuted and killed by Islamic fundamentalists. Freedom of religion, a profoundly American value, is utterly absent in Islam. Further, this practice is directly at variance with the fundamental concept in American jurisprudence that we are all, every one of us, equal under the law.

Women under the iron fist of Islam are given "horrid" treatment. In many Islamic countries, women are not allowed to receive an education or even show their faces in public. Husbands are taught in the Koran that they may literally beat their wives into submission, completely contrary to the Christian admonition that husbands are to "love their wives as Christ loved the church." The blatant and deadly sexism in Islam is contrary to the fundamental Christian precept that men and women are full equals before the true God in spiritual worth, value and significance.

The practice of honor killings is widespread in the Islamic world. According to the U.N., over 5,000 women a year are brutally murdered under the flag of Islam, in many cases because they have brought "dishonor" to their families by becoming the tragic victims of rape. The "horrid" practice of honor killings sadly has come to the U.S. A Muslim husband decapitated his wife in New York, while a Muslim father in Texas shot his two teenage daughters to death in the back of a taxi cab and another Muslim father in Arizona ran his daughter down with the family SUV. The crime in the latter two cases was that their daughters had become too "Westernized." This practice is utterly at odds with the Christian teaching that fathers are to nurture and protect their children.


Additionally, we are alarmed that Rev. Graham's First Amendment rights to freedom of speech and the free exercise of religion have been so severely compromised.  While the United States military leaders may want to include those of the Muslim religion, it is wrong to infringe upon the rights of Christians to practice their religion or their right to free speech.


I think it is sad that the leaders of our country have decided to bow down to the ones who have attacked us.  They have apparently decided that the Muslims, who claim to be peaceful yet attacked our country and murdered nearly three thousand people, should have more rights than Christians in this Christian country that was founded on Christian principles.


And no one is fooled by the farce of our so-called President visiting Billy Graham to pray with him after disinviting his son.  More likely, President Obama’s visit was to seek out a wise man to find out if God was going to punish him for his disrespect and blatant disobedience of God’s Word.

When will we wake up and smell the coffee and tell these people that we are tired of being treated like second class citizens and having all of our rights taken away one by one.  Hopefully it will be before the Muslims and the atheists have taken over completely and Christians have been relegated to living in fear of their lives for worshiping Jesus and proclaiming Him as their King.

The only hope we have left is to elect new leaders who are good Christian leaders, with morals and ethics, and who are willing to stand up to an administration that apologizes for America and refuses to allow Christians their freedom of religion.  Election Day is coming soon.  Remember to vote like your life and religion depend on it.  They do!!!
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