23,580 Criminals rounded up in 17 Days
06/30/2010

It’s funny the way you look at things sometimes.  I just received a press release that stated that the law enforcement agencies throughout the State of Indiana had rounded up 23,580 criminals in just seventeen days.  It sounds fabulous doesn’t it?

Have you ever wondered about the cost associated with the rounding up of 23,580 criminals? First there is the cost of the law enforcement officers that are paid to apprehend all of these criminals.  The recent study shows that the cost of this program to round up these criminals was in the neighborhood of fourteen million dollars including overtime costs.

Then there is the cost estimated at twenty-seven million dollars to pay the prosecuting attorneys, judges and court room staff required to hear or process all of these cases. We won’t even consider the defense attorney costs in the equation since these are some of the worst criminals in the state.


So far that is a total of forty-one million dollars of taxpayer money spent to catch these criminals and that does not consider the cost of police cars, gasoline and other maintenance related dollars spent on this campaign.  So what did we get for our forty-one million dollars of taxpayer money?


Did they round up 23,580 murderers. No.  Did they apprehend 23,580 burglers or robbers and rapists? No. Did they round up 23,580 car thieves and other petty criminals? NO.  I know, after reading last weeks column on Sheriff Joe Arpiao, did they go out and round-up 23,580 illegal aliens? NO.


The State of Indiana managed to waste forty-one million dollars of taxpayer money by nailing 23,580 violators of the state’s seatbelt law over a seventeen day period.


HUH!!!


It seems like we could have gotten a little more bang for our buck doesn’t it?  I mean, while all of these law enforcement officers were out chasing all of these seatbelt violators on overtime, There were 96,566 actual criminals that committed far more serious crimes that got away because our government chose to entice our law enforcement officers to look the other way on serious crime and enforce the relinquishing of our rights to the government in the form of enforced seatbelt usage.


To be a little more specific on the criminals who got away, they included seventeen murderers, eighty-six forced rapists, three hundred seventeen robbers, five hundred twenty-five aggravated assaulter, two thousand five hundred seventy-four burglars, seven thousand thirty-six thieves and larcenists, and one thousand eleven car thieves.  And then there are the estimated 85,000 illegal aliens living in Indiana.  Sadly, these numbers are based on a seventeen day period from the 2005 crime statistics which are the most recent complete figures available.  The actual figures from this year are probably much higher considering that crime has risen in each of the last five years.

It seems to me that the taxpayer dollars should be spent on the serious crimes in Indiana instead of paying overtime to catch your average Joe the plumber who is driving down the road while committing the crime of endangering only himself by not wearing a seatbelt.


Don’t get the wrong idea here.  I am not against the use of seatbelts.  I think they are a great safety tool.  I just do not think that the government has the right to force it’s citizens to wear them.  And I think that spending forty-one million dollars of taxpayer money to force taxpayers to wear them is an asinine waste of taxpayer dollars that could be better spent on apprehending and solving more serious crimes.

In this day in age, I would rather see my tax dollars spent on a more efficient use such as catching seventeen murderers.  I would rather see all those millions of tax dollars spent to put away the eighty-six rapists than thousands of seatbelt violators.


While these law enforcement officers were sitting in their patrol cars watching the shoulder of each and every passing car wondering when an unseat belted taxpayer was going to come along so they could stick them with another twenty-five dollar fine, how many car thieves and burglars could they have scared if they had actually been patrolling the cities and towns instead?

It just seems to me that as the government is wasting time trying to find new and better ways to waste the taxpayers money, it always comes down to them finding better ways to create more taxes so they can give themselves more pay raises and more power instead of trying to do what they were elected to do which is to protect our rights and protect the constitution and our freedoms.

How about we start a national campaign to get law enforcement and every branch of the government to spend our tax dollars on a priority list that we, the taxpayers, determine.  We could list all of the “crimes” on a ballot during an election and let voters vote on their top five “crimes”.  Then when the votes are tallied, the list would be arranged in the order of the “crimes” that received the most votes.  For instance, let’s say murder received the one thousand votes and rape received nine hundred fifty votes and seat belt violations received nine hundred twenty-five votes and car theft received one hundred forty votes, and assault and battery received seven hundred eighty votes and robbery received eight hundred ninety votes. Then the law enforcement agencies would focus their main energy on solving murders followed by apprehending rapists, then set up their Gestapo patrols to catch seat belt violators.  Then when all the seat belt violators were rounded up they could go after the robbers after which they could go after those committing assault and battery and then when all of those were done they could go look for the guy who stole your car.

Somehow though, I don’t think that the vote would turn out in that order.

Doug Chambers is the Publisher of Greenwood Newspapers, Inc. which currently publishes four newspapers across central Indiana.  His column “Things That Trouble Me” is currently syndicated in newspapers across central Indiana.

© 2010, Greenwood Newspapers, Inc.
www.challengernewspapers.com
